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Thomas Southcliffe Ashton : The Industrial Revolution, 1760-1830  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Industrial Revolution, 1760-1830: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Refreshingly clear, non-politically correct economic historyBy B. 
SurkanThis book is a collection of essays on economic history pertaining to the Industrial Revolution. It is not a 
politically correct book, often turning traditional accepted beliefs about the industrial revolution on their heads. For 
example, one of the reasons why many poor families had dingy, windowless dwellings was the window tax charged by 
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the government based on the number of windows in your house. Ventilation and health suffered as a result. Another 
example is the reason for the shoddy tenements built in the cities experiencing rapid industrial growth. Government 
rent and building regulations made it awkward to invest capital in housing. As a result, the cities that witnessed the 
greatest economic growth were often some of the least developed and regulated prior to the Industrial Revolution. In 
short, this is a well-researched economic history that suggests free markets and property rights as being central to the 
Industrial Revolution while demonstrating that the government regulations often made things worse for the working 
poor. If you like this, you'll enjoy books by Burton Folsom, like the Myth of the Robber Barons or Empire Builders.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Source for Research Papers!By Stacy WillettWell written, easy 
to read, and a great, reliable source for any research paper on the English Industrial Revolution. My Mod. Euro Hist. 
professor said it was a very good source!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Alexandre 
V.hamelNever learned so much in one book

The Industrial Revolution has sometimes been regarded as a catastrophe which desecrated the English landscape and 
brought social oppression and appalling physical hardship to the workers. In Ashton's classic account, however, it is 
presented as an important and beneficial mark of progress. In spite of destructive wars and a rapid growth of 
population, the material living standards of most of the British people improved, and the technical innovations not 
only brought economic rewards but also provoked greater intellectual ingenuity. Lucidly argued and authoritative, this 
book places the phenomenon of the Industrial Revolution in a stimulating perspective. A new preface by Pat Hudson 
surveys recent research in the areas focused on by Ashton and a completely updated bibliography ensures that this 
book will continue to be of value to modern readers for many years to come.

"It is certainly rare . . . to find, as in Professor Ashton's work, a combination of neatly summarized research, lively 
humanity, stimulating generalization, bread-and-butter fact, and an unfailing sense of perspective, all embodied in 
prose of unmistakable, though entirely unpretentious, quality. It is a pleasure to be able to recommend a book, whether 
to the student or to the general reader, so entirely without reservation. . . . Few accounts of the great inventions leave 
the unmechanical reader with any genuine understanding of the problems and solutions involved. This one does."-The 
Economist?It is certainly rare . . . to find, as in Professor Ashton's work, a combination of neatly summarized research, 
lively humanity, stimulating generalization, bread-and-butter fact, and an unfailing sense of perspective, all embodied 
in prose of unmistakable, though entirely unpretentious, quality. It is a pleasure to be able to recommend a book, 
whether to the student or to the general reader, so entirely without reservation. . . . Few accounts of the great 
inventions leave the unmechanical reader with any genuine understanding of the problems and solutions involved. 
This one does.?-The EconomistAbout the Authorhton /f T.S. /i (Thomas Southcliffe) 


