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Kenneth M. Stampp : The Imperiled Union: Essays on the Background of the Civil War  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Imperiled Union: Essays on the 
Background of the Civil War: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Good Historiographical EssaysBy bjcefolaThis modest collection of 
essays embodies the kind of work I love most: a master historian writing about the questions that interest him."The 
Irrepressible Conflict" stood out as the most convincing and thorough argument. Its subject is the inevitability of the 
Civil War and whether the North could have ended slavery through patience. Stampp dismantles the idea with 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B006A2IP1S


aplomb."The Southern Road to Appomattox" promotes the idea that a lack of will killed the confederacy. Stampp 
places too much emphasis on guilt, but the idea of a lack of will was useful for other works, notably "Why the South 
Lost the Civil War".The other essays are a mix of historiography and analysis of such questions as Lincoln's 
motivation in resupplying Fort Sumter, the use and misuse of psychology in assessing slaves, and the meaning of 
racism in the Republican Party.Recommended.

A collection of essays by a master historian. Amongst the subjects that Stampp tackles are the inevitability of the Civil 
War and the truth about why the confederacy actually died. The other essays are a mix of historiography and analysis 
of issues including Lincoln's role in reinforcing Fort Sumter, the impact of psychology in trading slaves, and the role 
of racism in the Republican Party.

"Exceptionally good reading."-- s in American History"It is difficult to believe that any subsequent historian will 
improve upon Stampp's masterful review of these controversial and conflicting theories of Civil War causation."--
David Herbert Donald, The New Republic"Excellent all around....truly a superb work."--Eric Tscheschlok, Florida 
Atlantic UniversityAbout the AuthorKenneth M. Stampp is at University of California, Berkeley. 


