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Michael Heller : The Gridlock Economy: How Too Much Ownership Wrecks Markets, Stops Innovation, and 
Costs Lives  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Gridlock Economy: How Too Much Ownership Wrecks Markets, Stops Innovation, and Costs Lives: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Property rights and the financial crisisBy W. ForbesProfessor 
Heller's book will be of strong interest to those like me interested in the tripartite elements of Hayek's "Law of 
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Liberty", property rights, social order implemented via free markets and liberty. The role of overlapping and 
conflicting property rights in promoting recent corporate governance crises (Enron, the CDS/CDO market meltdown, 
Lehman Repo 105 deceptions) makes Prof Heller's book of particular interest to Finance researchers. The 
fragmentation and reconfiguration of property rights by those with strategic motivations to misrepresent future cash-
flows to clients is one way into understanding the state we are in and how with appropriate regulatory responses we 
might improve our financial markets. I for one am very grateful to Prof Heller to opening my eyes to this issue. I 
strongly encourage others, with similar interests, to read his excellent book.William Forbes0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great addition to the field of economicsBy Newton OoiThis short tract explores how the 
division of ownership rights can restrict economic growth by creating too many stakeholders without creating a 
process that encourages cooperation between these stakeholders. The author has a long career in public policy 
consulting and formulation around the world, and hence knows what he is talking about. He uses examples from his 
own career and those well documented in public literature to illustrate his thesis.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Interesting and informativeBy TorotoroHeller tends to repeat himself occasionally but overall a well 
written and easy to digest book that proposes some very interesting theories about ownership from a different 
perspective

Twenty-five new runways would eliminate most air travel delays in America; fifty patent owners are blocking a major 
drug company from creating a cancer cure; 90 percent of our broadcast spectrum sits idle while American cell phone 
service suffers. These problems have solutions that can jump-start innovation and help save our troubled economy. So, 
what's holding us back?Michael Heller, a leading authority on property, reveals that while private ownership creates 
wealth, too much ownership means that everyone loses. Startling and accessible, The Gridlock Economy offers 
insights on how we can overcome this preventable paradox.


