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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great Divergence: 
America's Growing Inequality Crisis and What We Can Do about It: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A nicely paced examination of economic inequality's origins and 
future in America.By PaulI think this book provides a good precursor to 2014's "Capital" by Pikkety (same academic 
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rigor, but with less technocratic financial speak). It passionately supports action to change current trends by providing 
useful and easily understood historic and current economic data. An enjoyable, if disturbing, portrait of a looming 
economic crisis.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. **Worth while read** but quite dense with numbers 
and facts at timesBy Ace JrGood book with lots of supporting information. Can be quite a bit like reading an 
economics treatise at sometimes. The last chapter about solutions is not as well developed as the rest of the book. 
However, overall a good read for understanding the underlying basics of income distribution over the past 70 years.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. it Doesn't Look GoodBy Laraine WalkerThis is an excellent book 
explaining clearly why the United States will be a second rate power, perhaps like Russia, with our only strength that 
of the military which will be used to block and coerce other nations. We are no longer for our own people. ThE 
remedies that Mr. Noah suggests are good ones but so unlikely to happen that we are really looking at the doom that 
we have created.

For the past three decades, America has steadily become a nation of haves and have-nots. Our incomes are 
increasingly unequal. This steady growing apart is often mentioned as a troubling indicator by scholars and policy 
analysts, though seldom addressed by politicians. What economics Nobelist Paul Krugman terms "the Great 
Divergence" has till now been treated as little more than a talking point, a rhetorical club to be wielded in ideological 
battles. But this Great Divergence may be the most important change in this country during our lifetimes-a drastic, 
elemental change in the character of American society, and not at all for the better.The inequality gap is much more 
than a left-right hot potato-its causes and consequences call for a patient, non-partisan exploration. Timothy Noah's 
The Great Divergence, based on his award-winning series of articles for Slate, surveys the roots of the wealth gap, 
drawing on the best thinking of contemporary economists and political scientists. Noah also explores potential 
solutions to the problem, and explores why the growing rich-poor divide has sparked remarkably little public anger, in 
contrast to social unrest that prevailed before the New Deal. The Great Divergence is poised to be one of the most 
talked-about books of 2012, a jump-start to the national conversation about the shape of American society in the 21st 
century, and a work that will help frame the debate in a Presidential election year. 

"A very impressive and important book"mdash;William Julius Wilson, The Nation 


