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Amity Shlaes : The Forgotten Man: A New History of the Great Depression  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Forgotten Man: A New History of the Great 
Depression: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Who knew economic history could be so lively?By D. L. 
ReynoldsAuthor Amity Schlaes has produced a history of the Great Depression that is as lively as it is enlightening. 
She brings to life both the time and the players, major and minor, in a work that often reads like fiction. (Who could 
fail to root for the Schecter brothers?) If there is a lesson in the book it's this: when it comes to economic interventions, 
less really is more.Sincere thanks to Ms. Schlaes for significantly broadening my understanding of the Depression and 
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the people who lived through it, and for making it such a fun ride. Very highly recommended.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Thoughtful look at a period of history that everybody should understandBy AmandaThe 
Forgotten Man does a remarkable job of describing how FDR's policies lengthened the period known as the Great 
Depression. Following many bad decisions by Hoover, FDR decides to take a very cavalier and seat of his pants 
approach to the economy, and this experimentation ensured that almost 25 percent of Americans were jobless 
throughout the 30's. Particularly interesting is the discussion on the gold standard and deflation vs inflation (pros and 
cons of deflation and inflation, etc). The parallels between this period of history and today are very apparent, and the 
struggle of socialism vs capitalism rages in TFM as it does today with Obama.TFM does an excellent job describing 
the period and letting the reader draw their own conclusions. This should be a must read for anyone that claims to have 
any sort of opinion on economic policy today.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Essential reading for 
the student of American historyBy CustomerThis is a very well written and researched book dealing with the Great 
Depression. It gives insights not usually seen and is a must read for anyone interested in the growth of the federal 
government, the adoption of social programs with the USA and the introduction of class warfare into American 
politics.

In The Forgotten Man, Amity Shlaes, one of the nation's most-respected economic commentators, offers a striking 
reinterpretation of the Great Depression. She traces the mounting agony of the New Dealers and the moving stories of 
individual citizens who through their brave perseverance helped establish the steadfast character we recognize as 
American today.


