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Peter Mathias : The First Industrial Nation: The Economic History of Britain 1700ndash;1914  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The First Industrial Nation: 
The Economic History of Britain 1700ndash;1914: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The First Industrial Nation - A penetrating discussion of the basis for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00F2H3EOK


our present civilizationBy Joseph V. PattersonThis book traces the rise of Britain from an agrarian society to a modern 
industrial nation, carrying with it the rest of the world. Although it reads much like a textbook, I cannot overemphasize 
the importance of its subject matter. I first read a borrowed copy of the first edition, and couldn't put it down. I then 
searched widely (including all over London) for another copy, finally finding the second edition on .com. Nowhere 
else have I seen such a comprehensive history of the origins of our industrial civilization, containing much that we 
should know as we proceed into the twenty-first century.

This celebrated and seminal text examines the industrial revolution, from its genesis in pre-industrial Britain, through 
its development and into maturity. A chapter-by-chapter analysis explores topics such as economic growth, 
agriculture, trade finance, labour and transport. First published in 1969, The First Industrial Nation is widely 
recognised as a classic text for students of the industrial revolution.

'Remains the finest textbook of British economic history between 1700 and 1914 available to sixth-form and 
undergraduate students.' - Teaching History'It should be made available to every sixth-form pupil taking an Advanced 
level course in the subject.' - EconomicsAbout the AuthorPeter Mathias was Master of Downing College, Cambridge 
until his retirement in 1996. 


