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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The European Union: 
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. I was pretty disappointed with this bookBy B. LindquistI was pretty 
disappointed with this book. It was boring, as if written by a bureaucrat. I am interested in the topic but I was 
swimming in acronyms and bureaucratese. The European Union is an exciting subject, one of the most important of 
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our age. This book just made it seem dull. Still, glad I read it, kind of like doing required reading for a required course. 
It did have information.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Quick readBy U. SedlockUsed the book in 
European Geography class, it's a quick read, concise and down to the point. Good for anybody wanting to have a quick 
guide on the European Union, institutions and brief history. Nothing too elaborate, but a good starting point.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Wikipedia explains betterBy NeoriI read 1/5 of the book and couldn't 
understand very well how the system works. Wikipedia explained much better. Sentences are long with too many 
general phrases like: 'increasingly significant', 'remain much more important', 'EU has to find its place'. I expected this 
book to be straight to the point explanation and not some general thoughts. If you are looking for an overview, search 
web.

Since the second edition of this popular Very Short Introduction published in 2007, the world has faced huge 
economic and political change. Showing how and why the EU has developed from 1950 to the present day, John 
Pinder and Simon Usherwood cover a range of topics, including the Union's early history, the workings of its 
institutions and what they do, the interplay between 'eurosceptics' and federalists, and the role of the Union beyond 
Europe ininternational affairs and as a peace-keeper.In this fully updated third edition, Pinder and Usherwood 
incorporate new material on the Lisbon treaty, the EU fiscal crisis, the state of the single Euro currency in its wake, 
and conclude by considering the future of the Union and the choices and challenges that may lie ahead.ABOUT THE 
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors 
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly 
readable.
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