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For over adecade, central and eastern Europe has been at the center of one of the most profound economic and
political transformation in history. At the start of the 1990's, the region embarked on an ambitious reform program to
depart from central planning towards more market-based economies. A decade |ater, and amid significant difficulties,
the region has achieved remarkabl e accomplishments, with several countries becoming increasingly integrated into the
global economy. Political structures have been transformed and new institutions have emerged. Indeed, the progressin
structural reforms achieved in the region has been so substantial that several countries are now at the threshold of
European Union membership. Aware of the significance of the successful integration of central and eastern Europe
into the global economy, the World Economic Forum and Harvard University are proud to introduce The European
Competitiveness and Transition Report, athorough review of the transition process that has unfolded in the last
decade. This comprehensive report presents new data and expert commentary on what the facts say about the
enlargement of the European Union and the competitiveness and growth potential of both Europe and the candidate
countries. It addresses the many important factors that will determine how these countries will fare in terms of
economic growth over the next ten to twenty years. Written by independent experts, The European Competitiveness
and Transition Report 2001-2002 is atruly unique data-driven guide that lays out the facts and reveal s the real issues
behind European enlargement.
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