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Despite their obvious importance, the ethical implications of climate change are often neglected in economic 
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evaluations of mitigation and adaptation policies. Economic climate models provide estimates of the value of 
mitigation benefits, provide understanding of the costs of reducing emissions, and develop tools for making policy 
choices under uncertainty. They have thus offered theoretical and empirical instruments for the design and 
implementation of a range of climate policies, but the ethical assumptions included in the calculations are usually left 
unarticulated. This book, which brings together scholars from both economics and ethical theory, explores the 
interrelation between climate ethics and economics. Examining a wide range of topics including sustainability, 
conceptions of value, risk management and the monetization of harm, the book will explore the ethical limitations of 
economic analysis but will not assume that economic theory cannot accommodate the concerns raised. The aim in part 
is to identify ethical shortcomings of economic analysis and to propose solutions. Given the on-going role of 
economics in government thinking on mitigation, a constructive approach is vital if we are to deal adequately with 
climate change.This volume will be of great interest to students and scholars of environmental ethics, economics, 
political science, political philosophy and the philosophy of economics. 

About the AuthorAdrian Walsh is an Associate Professor at the School of Humanities, University of New England, 
Australia. Sauml;de Hormio is a PhD candidate and researcher in Climate Ethics and Economics project at the 
Department of Political and Economic Studies, University of Helsinki. Duncan Purves is a Faculty Fellow and 
Assistant Professor of Bioethics and Environmental Studies at New York University, USA. 


