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John Kenneth Galbraith : The Essential Galbraith  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Essential Galbraith: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Clear thinker and excellent writerBy Liam BoyleIt's a long time 
since I had read any Galbraith. Recently I was trying to get a grip on political and economic developments by reading 
recent authors, and it struck me that so many of the ideas had been anticipated by Galbraith. I decided to download this 
compendium and I was not disappointed. A clear thinker and excellent writer, with just the right balance of intellectual 
seriousness and wry humour in delivery. His chapter on countervailing power is an important nail in the tyre of the 
neoclassical model, but his historical chapters stand out for their clear-sighted presentations on major figures in the 
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history of economics and on events such as the great crash. Strongly recommended.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Essential for GalbraithiansBy DCP Melbourne AustraliaRelatively few of JKG's works are available 
on Kindle, so this book is particularly welcome. It has been collated with his knowledge and approval. His invaluable 
work "The Great Crash,1929" is not available on Kindle so the inclusion of parts of that book is very handy, together 
with parts of numerous other books and essays of his. I must admit that I have not read all of this book, but going by 
the list of contents, I am confident that I will not be disappointed. In his preface to this book, written in 2001, JKG 
said, regarding various essays, that readers " will, I think, have no trouble accepting their relevance either to history or 
to the present day". I suggest that that comment is even more appropriate today. It would be fascinating to have JKG's 
thoughts on todays world financial situation, but regrettably that is not possible0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy A. K.Nice edition.

THE ESSENTIAL GALBRAITH includes key selections from the most important works of John Kenneth Galbraith, 
one of the most distinguished writers of our time - from THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY, the groundbreaking book in 
which he conined the tern "conventional wisdom," to THE GREAT CRASH, an unsurpassed account of the events that 
triggered America's worst economic crisis. Galbraithrsquo;s new introductions place the works in their historical 
moment and make clear their enduring relevance for the new century. THE ESSENTIAL GALBRAITH will delight 
old admirers and introduce one of our most beloved writers to a new generation of readers. It is also an indispensable 
resource for scholars and students of economics, history, and politics, offering unparalleled access to the seminal 
writings of an extraordinary thinker.

From Library JournalGalbraith (economics, emeritus, Harvard) has for more than 50 years stood high at the 
intersection of academic life and public affairs and made significant contributions to both. This gathering of key 
selections from many of his writings has new introductions by Galbraith that make clear their relevance for the new 
century. The hallmark of Galbraith's thought is his insistence that an economy must be judged by the effect it has on 
the quality of life for current and future generations. His writings show a willingness to re-examine the strongly held 
beliefs of earlier generations, as when he stresses the need to reevaluate the supply-and-demand nexus by applying the 
countervailing power of labor unions and consumer coalitions against the great corporations. Another recurring theme 
is the need for a better balance between public and private outlays. The writing is graceful and often witty. 
Recommended for academic libraries. Harry Frumerman, formerly with Hunter Coll., New York Copyright 2001 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorJohn Kenneth Galbraith (1908-2006) was a critically acclaimed author and 
one of America's foremost economists. His most famous works include The Affluent Society, The Good Society, and 
The Great Crash. Galbraith was the receipient of the Order of Canada and the Robert F. Kennedy Book Award for 
Lifetime Achievement, and he was twice awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 


