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Peter Kropotkin : The Conquest of Bread (Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Conquest of Bread 
(Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Kropotkin is no crackpotBy Dr. Richard von FuchsGreat book Send 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00CM3JI1U


it to all your Republican friends. Liberals I'm is not enough. Our whole scarcity mentality is what keeps us rats running 
on the wheel. His confidence that rich people will not mind sharing their big houses is dumb but there at is right on the 
money.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. READ ITBy CustomerDon't call yourself an anarchist 
Marxist or far left libertarian until you read this. Great read for anyone into political science.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A Classic Text With Terrible PrintingBy Ryan EThe text is really small and it seems like the 
print job on this wasn't great. That being said, this is a classic book in anarchist thinking and it should be read by 
anyone attempting to understand early anarchist thought before diving into the more modern anarchist thinkers like 
Bookchin or Chomsky.

Born a Russian prince, Peter Kropotkin (1842ndash;1921) rejected his title and wealth to spend his life in pursuit of 
social justice and equality. His last major work, The Conquest of Bread, surveys economic methods for the satisfaction 
of human needs. The 1892 treatise alsonbsp;outlines the revolutionary path to his vision of utopia: an anarchist 
communist society.Kropotkin criticizes the effects of feudalism and capitalism, noting that both systems exacerbate 
poverty and promote privilege, even in times of abundance. Citing the human propensity toward voluntary 
cooperation, he proposes the establishment of free, self-sufficient anarchic communesand outlines practical 
considerations of production and distribution. The author supports his theories with examples from the French 
rebellions of 1789, 1848, and 1871, and his reasoning anticipates aspects of twentieth-century revolutions in Russia, 
Germany, and Spain. At a time when many thinkers employed the new Darwinian concept of "survival of the fittest" to 
justify their capitalist and imperialist goals, Kropotkin pointed out the historic patterns of humanity's best success 
under cooperative circumstances. A century later, his economic analysis remains fresh and relevant.

THE MAN (1842-1921): Prince Peter Alexeivitch Kropotkin, revolutionary and scientist, was descended from the old 
Russian nobility, but decided, at the age of thirty, to throw in his lot with the social rebels not only of his own country, 
but of the entire world. He became the intellectual leader of Anarchist-Communism; took part in the labor movement; 
wrote many books and pamphlets; established Le Revolte in Geneva and Freedom in London; contributed to the 
Encyclopedia Britannica; was twice imprisoned because of his radical activities; and twice visited America. After the 
Bolshevist revolution he returned to Russia, kept himself apart from Soviet activities, and died true to his ideals. THE 
BOOK: The Conquest of Bread is a revolutionary idyl, a beautiful outline sketch of a future society based on liberty, 
equality and fraternity. It is, in Kropotkin's own words, "a study of the needs of humanity, and of the economic means 
to satisfy them." Read in conjunction with the same author's "Fields, Factories and Workshops," it meets all the 
difficulties of the social inquirer who says: "The Anarchist ideal is alluring, but how could you work it out?"Language 
NotesText: English, French (translation)About the AuthorPETER KROPOTKINnbsp;(1842-1921) came from a major 
aristocratic Russian family but turned his back on it to embrace a life of imprisonment and exile in pursuit of his 
beliefs. His major works arenbsp;The Conquest of Breadnbsp;andnbsp;Mutual Aid. His funeral was marked as the last 
permitted gathering of anarchists in the USSR.nbsp;DAVID PRIESTLANDnbsp;(introducer) is the author ofnbsp;Red 
Flagnbsp;andnbsp;Merchant, Soldier, Sage. nbsp;He teaches at St Edmund's Hall, University of Oxford. 


