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Burke Jim : The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded, Grades 6-8: What They Say, What They 
Mean, How to Teach Them (Corwin Literacy)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Common Core Companion: The Standards Decoded, Grades 6-8: What They Say, 
What They Mean, How to Teach Them (Corwin Literacy): 

23 of 24 people found the following review helpful. DisappointedBy CustomerSave your money. Just takes the 
standards and elaborates on the language, which is not difficult. No ideas or suggestions for implementation. Not a 
fan.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Meets the title. Good companion.By C. ArtisNearly all of the 
language arts teachers in my building are using this book as a planning resources. Really breaks down the standards 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00YWE86X8


and how to approach them with the students. Some of the methods seem a little out of order for what I would use as 
logical steps, but that's a condition of my teaching style and I have easily organized those steps in the way I would 
teach them. My only complaint - this book desperately needs tabbed sections! All of us who use it has it filled with 
post-it flags to separate the sections.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent teacher friendly 
resourceBy janet doneganOne of the best sources for unpacking the standards. For each standard it spells out what the 
student should be able to do, what questions should be asked and answered. Very clear guidelines for what teachers 
can do to work in each standard. Love the question stems. Great for all content areas and has the social study and 
science/tech standards directly addressed. I am a literacy coach and this was a great resource to share with teachers--
easiest I have found.

That version of the 6-8 standards you wish you hadDonrsquo;t spend another minute poring over the standards. Jim 
Burke has already done the hard work for younbsp; with this roadmap of what each standard says, what each standard 
means, and how precisely to put that standard into practice across English Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects. Jim clearly lays out: Grades 6-8 standards side by side with key distinctionsDifferent content-area 
versions of each standardExplanations of each standard, with student promptsContent to cover, lesson ideas, and 
instructional techniquesGlossary and adaptations for ELL students

ldquo;I love what Jim Burke has done to make the Standards less threatening and more useful for teachers. In 
particular, the indicators for what students and teachers should be doing, given the Standard, are extremely helpful; as 
are such a clear glossary and illuminating examples. All in all, The Common Core Companion is bound to be 
enormously useful and thus dog-eared!rdquo; (Grant Wiggins, President)ldquo;Fundamentally different from other 
Common Core books, The Common Core Companion is s a userrsquo;s guide designed by a teacher who actually uses 
the standards in his daily work with students. Jim Burke gently demystifies the Common Core State Standards and 
offers a practical tool for curricular alignment. I think you will find The Common Core Companion helps schools help 
themselves.rdquo; (Carol Jago, Member)ldquo;I have never read a book for teachers so well laid out and highly 
useful.nbsp; I predict administrators across the country will purchase this book for their secondary teachers to use in 
their staff meetings, individual department meetings, their PLCs, and for individual teachers to use as Burke puts it as 
lsquo;a personal compass to navigate the complexities of the Common Core Curriculum.rsquo;rdquo;nbsp; (Debbie 
Silver, Ed.D., Author of Drumming to the Beat of Different Marchers and Fall Down 7 Times, Get Up 8)ldquo;I must 
say, I am duly impressed.nbsp; This book gives the kind of lsquo;hands-onrsquo; support classroom teachers and 
curriculum committees really need in doing the work of lsquo;unpackingrsquo; the standards and interpreting those 
standards into curriculum documents.nbsp; The very detailed, complete discussions of the standards and the 
breakdowns that the Burke does are, in my opinion, exemplary . . . Well done!rdquo; (Joe Crawford, Author of 
Aligning Your Curriculum to the Common Core State Standards)"This very practical guide makes a complex 
topicnbsp;easier to understand and less formidable. Schools will want to purchase copies for all teachers and personnel 
working with the Common Core." (Library Media Connection, August/September 2014) "I love what Jim Burke has 
done to make the Standards less threatening and more useful for teachers. In particular, the indicators for what students 
and teachers should be doing, given the Standard, are extremely helpful; as are such a clear glossary and illuminating 
examples. All in all, The Common Core Companion is bound to be enormously useful and thus dog-eared!" (Grant 
Wiggins, President)"Fundamentally different from other Common Core books, The Common Core Companion is s a 
userrsquo;s guide designed by a teacher who actually uses the standards in his daily work with students. Jim Burke 
gently demystifies the Common Core State Standards and offers a practical tool for curricular alignment. I think you 
will find The Common Core Companion helps schools help themselves." (Carol Jago, Member)"I have never read a 
book for teachers so well laid out and highly useful.nbsp; I predict administrators across the country will purchase this 
book for their secondary teachers to use in their staff meetings, individual department meetings, their PLCs, and for 
individual teachers to use as Burke puts it as lsquo;a personal compass to navigate the complexities of the Common 
Core Curriculum.rsquo;"nbsp; (Debbie Silver, Ed.D., Author of Drumming to the Beat of Different Marchers and Fall 
Down 7 Times, Get Up 8)"I must say, I am duly impressed.nbsp; This book gives the kind of lsquo;hands-onrsquo; 
support classroom teachers and curriculum committees really need in doing the work of lsquo;unpackingrsquo; the 
standards and interpreting those standards into curriculum documents.nbsp; The very detailed, complete discussions of 
the standards and the breakdowns that the Burke does are, in my opinion, exemplary . . . Well done!" (Joe Crawford, 
Author of Aligning Your Curriculum to the Common Core State Standards)"This very practical guide makes a 
complex topicnbsp;easier to understand and less formidable. Schools will want to purchase copies for all teachers and 
personnel working with the Common Core." (Library Media Connection, August/September 2014)About the AuthorA 
longtime English teacher, Jim Burke is the author of more than 20 books and senior consultant for the Holt McDougal 
Literature program. Jim has received several awards, including the 2000 NCTE Exemplary English Leadership Award. 
In 2009, he created the English Companion Ning?the largest online community of English teachers in the world. More 



recently, Jim has served on the AP English Course and Exam Commission and the PARCC Consortium. 


