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Robert C. Allen : The British Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective (New Approaches to Economic and 
Social History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
British Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective (New Approaches to Economic and Social History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is a wonderful book, both clearly written and organizedBy 
James NeeleyThis is a wonderful book, both clearly written and organized. It sets forth well-reasoned and apparently 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00FF76RPK


original ideas about the causes of the industrial revolution and why it began in Britain and not elsewhere. I am not in a 
position to evaluate either the novelty or the accuracy of the authorrsquo;s ideas, but they are convincingly presented 
and thoroughly documented. His ideas stress the British industrial environment, coal and iron, and steam, downplaying 
the usual emphasis on cotton. Make no mistake, this is serious history, not light reading. It suffers, too, from modern 
publishingrsquo;s usual shortcomings, e.g. footnotes have become endnotes, rather than appearing at the bottom of the 
page, where they belong (which computers should have, but have not, facilitated). At least, Cambridge U.P. appears 
still to employ copy editors, as I did not encounter any typos, now a rare event, and only one inaccurate reference, to a 
Figure 8.4, which does not exist. (Plate 8.4 seems to have been meant.)1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Essential for understanding economic developmentBy R. NelsonThis is brilliant and very readable insight into 
the preconditions that led to the industrial revolution occurring first in Britain, and then spreading to other parts of the 
world. Its essential reading for anyone interested in the history of economic development, but also for anyone 
grappling with policy options for stimulating economic growth in regions of the world that the industrial revolution 
passed by.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. AwesomeBy AlexGreat book! It was delivered early! 
Very satisfied. Great service.Allen is a great writer I would recommend this to any other Econ student.

Why did the industrial revolution take place in eighteenth-century Britain and not elsewhere in Europe or Asia? In this 
convincing new account Robert Allen argues that the British industrial revolution was a successful response to the 
global economy of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. He shows that in Britain wages were high and capital and 
energy cheap in comparison to other countries in Europe and Asia. As a result, the breakthrough technologies of the 
industrial revolution - the steam engine, the cotton mill, and the substitution of coal for wood in metal production - 
were uniquely profitable to invent and use in Britain. The high wage economy of pre-industrial Britain also fostered 
industrial development since more people could afford schooling and apprenticeships. It was only when British 
engineers made these new technologies more cost-effective during the nineteenth century that the industrial revolution 
would spread around the world.

"Robert Allen's analysis will delight many economists, for he deals in measurable factors such as wages and prices ... 
This is a beautifully written book, the language as clear as a brook and with the same tumbling energy." -The 
Economist"the smartest thing I have read in at least a year." -Professor J. Bradford DeLong, Department of 
Economics, University of California, Berkeley"...stunningly good study of the Industrial Revolution... The book is 
well written and is essential reading for anyone wanting to understand the origins of industrial change in the eighteenth 
century." -Richard Brown, The Historical Association"This book's lucidity make it a must read for general reader and 
specialist alike. Highly recommended." -Choice"This is the book you should use to teach the Industrial Revolution." -
Journal of Economic HistoryAbout the AuthorRobert C. Allen is Professor of Economic History at Oxford University 
and a fellow of Nuffield College. His books include Enclosure and the Yeoman: The Agricultural Development of the 
South Midlands, 1450-1850 (1992), and Farm to Factory: A Re-interpretation of the Soviet Industrial Revolution 
(2003), both of which won the Ranki Prize of the Economic History Association. 


