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Eldar Shafir : The Behavioral Foundations of Public Policy before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Behavioral Foundations of Public Policy:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The antidote to faith-based government and managementBy Mike
EckGood review of current and past research in social change--and governing--practically, based on objective
evidence of what works. One caution only: Keep up with the research. Like medicine, behaviorial science tacks
against the winds of conflicting experiments, retractions, and interpretation.1 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Bringing reality to front and centerBy Theodore B. StoutThis research lays bare our species pitiful
assumptions of things long dead and discarded, yet still driving our unfounded beliefs in false outcomes. We then
compound our idiocy throwing $Billions at facts and pretended results which only self-aggrandize our misguided,
highly wasteful and usually dangerous actions. Taken with areading of "The Half Life Of Facts', will make you wiser,
but highly skeptical of al around you.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The book is great!By John C.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00AYL1CD4

Beckerl chose the rating because the book turned out to be everything | hoped it would be by discussing a body of
psychology research in which | am interested. | found quite interesting its discussion of how that research could be
applied to policy making, the field in which I am most interested. i have recommended the book to several colleagues
who share my interest.

In recent years, remarkabl e progress has been made in behavioral research on awide variety of topics, from behavioral
finance, labor contracts, philanthropy, and the analysis of savings and poverty, to eyewitness identification and
sentencing decisions, racism, sexism, health behaviors, and voting. Research findings have often been strikingly
counterintuitive, with serious implications for public policymaking. In this book, leading expertsin psychology,
decision research, policy analysis, economics, political science, law, medicine, and philosophy explore mgjor trends,
principles, and general insights about human behavior in policy-relevant settings. Their work provides a deeper
understanding of the many drivers--cognitive, social, perceptual, motivational, and emotional--that guide behaviorsin
everyday settings. They give depth and insight into the methods of behavioral research, and highlight how this
knowledge might influence the implementation of public policy for the improvement of society. This collection
examines the policy relevance of behavioral science to our social and political lives, to issues ranging from health,
environment, and nutrition, to dispute resolution, implicit racism, and false convictions. The book illuminates the
relationship between behavioral findings and economic analyses, and calls attention to what policymakers might learn
from this vast body of groundbreaking work. Wide-ranging investigation into people's motivations, abilities, attitudes,
and perceptions finds that they differ in profound ways from what is typically assumed. The result is that public policy
acquires even greater significance, since rather than merely facilitating the conduct of human affairs, policy actually
shapes their tragjectory. The first interdisciplinary look at behaviorally informed policymaking Leading behavioral
experts across the social sciences consider important policy problems A compendium of behavioral findings and their
application to relevant policy domains

"[Behavioral Foundations of Public Policy] isamaster compendium of what we know."--David Brooks, New Y ork
Times'l would recommend this book to anyone looking for a comprehensive perspective on the potential and
limitations of the behavioural insights popularized by Nudge and similar works. . . . Those in government, non-profits,
and the private sector interested in empirically supported ways to motivate people to act in their own best interest will
find arich source of examples and exposure to underlying theory in The Behavioral Foundations of Public Policy."--
Jennifer Miller, LSE of Books'[Thig] is acommanding summary of scholarly work testing some of the most
influential theories of how and why people behave as they do, and will be avaluable resource for students, researchers
and policy makers looking for a balanced and comprehensive discussion of what can work and what is not known."--
Manu Savani, Political Studies From the Inside Flap"Roll over economists. We have always, pridefully, thought of
ourselves as the major arbiters of good public policy: take it or leave it based on cost-benefit analysis. The Behavioral
Foundations of Public Policy challenges that hegemony. In each interesting chapter--on topics ranging from
discrimination and poverty to health, savings, and bureaucracy--the book shows the role of psychology in public
policy. Only one word can describe this book: wow!"--George Akerlof, Nobel Laureate in Economics'This book
establishes that psychology has agreat deal to contribute on public policy matters of great concern to everyone. |
doubt whether so many superb psychologists and behavioral scientists have been found between the covers of asingle
book before. Their contributions do not disappoint and it seems certain that many policy issues are going to look
different from now on."--Richard Nisbett, University of Michigan"From well-documented biases to important
discrimination and intervention policies, this amazing collection takes a systematic approach to behavioral aspects of
public policy and gathers together the best in the psychology of decision making and behavioral economics."--Uri
Gneezy, University of California, San Diego"Behavioral public policy isan emerging field, with a great deal of
interesting work just beginning to be done. This book is a compilation of perspectives by atruly stellar collection of
leading researchersin arange of social science disciplines. For graduate-level courses on public policy, it is difficult to
imagine any book that is better for learning about thisfield."--Daniel J. Benjamin, Cornell UniversityFrom the Back
Cover"Roll over economists. We have aways, pridefully, thought of ourselves as the magjor arbiters of good public
policy: takeit or leave it based on cost-benefit analysis. The Behavioral Foundations of Public Policy challenges that
hegemony. In each interesting chapter--on topics ranging from discrimination and poverty to health, savings, and
bureaucracy--the book shows the role of psychology in public policy. Only one word can describe this book: wow!"--
George Akerlof, Nobel Laureate in Economics'This book establishes that psychology has a great deal to contribute on
public policy matters of great concern to everyone. | doubt whether so many superb psychologists and behavioral
scientists have been found between the covers of a single book before. Their contributions do not disappoint and it
seems certain that many policy issues are going to look different from now on."--Richard Nisbett, University of
Michigan"From well-documented biases to important discrimination and intervention policies, this amazing collection
takes a systematic approach to behavioral aspects of public policy and gathers together the best in the psychology of
decision making and behavioral economics."--Uri Gneezy, University of California, San Diego"Behavioral public



policy is an emerging field, with agreat deal of interesting work just beginning to be done. This book is a compilation
of perspectives by atruly stellar collection of leading researchers in arange of social science disciplines. For graduate-
level courses on public policy, it is difficult to imagine any book that is better for learning about thisfield."--Daniel J.
Benjamin, Cornell University



