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Charles Eisenstein : The Ascent of Humanity: Civilization and the Human Sense of Self before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Ascent of Humanity: Civilization and the
Human Sense of Self:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. | fedl like crying as| read itBy NorWow. Life changing. | fed like
crying as| read it. Articulates so well why in this age of unprecedented material wealth, things somehow till feel so...
unsatisfying. It's arelief to be able to name the problem, to understand that we can get there from here. Really, my
mind is blown by this book and by The More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know |Is Possible.4 of 4 people found the
following review helpful. Life ChangingBy Mike SusinskiTo fully incorporate Eisenstein's observations and
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conclusions, | am looking very closely how | approach the rest of the universe, from how | impact my environment to
how | treat other people. The book is very well researched. He says some things many times, and that might have been
necessary. | took alot of timeto read it, afew pages at atime, since the ramifications of hisworld view require a
profound reorientation of how | see myself relating to everything.Challenging and encouraging.2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. The Ascent of HumanityBy April ThomasCharles Eisenstein shares his deep insight into our
human orientation (and identity). He traces the steps within our depart from relatedness or Wholeness, and announces
our call back Hometo It, and our arrival Home with the complexity that has come of our journey through separation,
with all that we created and learned along the way. He is a Thinker among Thinkers such as Riane Eisler, Marianne
Williamson, Chellis Glendinning, bell hooks, Joanna Macy, David Bohm, Thomas Berry, Michel Foucault, Peter
Senge, Paulo Freire, and Fritjof Capra. This book is a penetrating exploration of the myriad cultural sources of our
retreat from the Living world, and ajourney (from the perspective of Indigenous Mind) deep into the dark, human-
storical recesses of cultural hegemony. It isamust read for anyone who wants to understand the directives of our
cultural evolution, and why it is that we continue to unwittingly co-create aworld which, in our Hearts of Hearts, we
have difficulty recognizing as the fruition of our own participation.l've been writing asimilar yet unique edition on
this theme my Self, and, again, | am surprised, impressed, delighted, and deeply moved - moved because | believe that
as yet another of us transcends the magnetic pull of the tides of thought asit collectively exists as a system, that
system istransformed. Only thought that is generative and Life-affirming can lead to human action that is
regenerative! Eisenstein has been astute and thorough in this critical examination of many widely held and rarely
guestioned assumptions...

Charles Eisenstein explores the history and potential future of civilization, tracing the converging crises of our age to
theillusion of the separate self. In this limited hardcover edition of Eisenstein’'s landmark book, he argues that our
disconnection from one another and the natural world has mislaid the foundations of science, religion, money,
technology, economics, medicine, and education as we know them. It has fired our near-pathological pursuit of
technological Utopias even as we push ourselves and our planet to the brink of collapse.Fortunately, an Age of
Reunion is emerging out of the birth pangs of an earth in crisis. Our journey of separation hasn't been aterrible
mistake but an evolutionary process and an adventure in self-discovery. Even in our darkest hour, Eisenstein sees the
possibility of a more beautiful world--not through the extension of millennia-old methods of management and control
but by fundamentally reimagining ourselves and our systems. We must shift away from our Babelian efforts to build
ever-higher towers to heaven and instead turn out attention to creating a new kind of civilization--one designed for
beauty rather than height. Breathtaking in its scope and intelligence, The Ascent of Humanity is alandmark book
showing what it truly means to be human."A tour-de-force filled with astounding insight, wit, wisdom and heart." --
Christopher Uhl, author of Developing Ecological Consciousness: Paths to a Sustainable Future” Quite marvelous, a
hugely important work. This book is truly needed in this time of deepening crisis." --John Zerzan, author of Future
Primitive and Elements of Refusal



