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Robert L. Heilbroner : Teachings from the Worldly Philosophy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Teachings from the Worldly Philosophy: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The pleasures of going back to the original sources (with an 
excellent guide).By Ronald WallaceRobert Heilbroner's reader is a valuable introduction to original source materials 
in economic thought. The contents have been carefully selected, and the commentary is incisive and well-placed. I did 
not assign five stars because Friedrich Hayek and Milton Friedman, two key conservative economists, were not 
included. Also conspicuously absent is the neo-Keynesian firebrand Joan Robinson. Nonetheless, this volume is a 
thoroughly enjoyable excursion into the evolution of economic thought, accompanied by an outstanding guide. Highly 
recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What a read. Econ is not numbers or hard ...By 
Robert G. San SocieWhat a read. Econ is not numbers or hard science. Read this and kick the fake Ph.D's in Econ to 
the side.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not an Easy ReadBy TylerThis book was shipped fast via 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00CLN5Q0I


prime and, unfortunately, came in a bubble-wrap envelope, book was damaged but I was able to read what I needed 
for class, it was not easy to read but a good read and interesting. I planned on returning this book because the book 
was new but came to me damaged.

Selections from great writings on economics, annotated and introduced by a distinguished economist and 
teacher.Author of The Worldly Philosophers, a 3-million-copy seller, Robert Heilbroner offers here a compendium of 
readings from the "worldly philosophers" themselves. The selections range from the earliest economic thought to such 
towering volumes as Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations, Thomas Malthus's Essay on the Principle of Population, 
David Ricardo's Principles of Political Economy, and John Maynard Keynes's The General Theory of Employment, 
Interest, and Money. Acting as "a docent, not merely an editor," he takes the reader through the core arguments with 
"brilliantly clear commentary" (New York Times Book Review).

From Publishers WeeklyThis sequel to Heilbroner's classic survey of the great economists, The Worldly Philosophers, 
published four decades ago, is an anthology of writings of some 20 economic thinkers ranging from Aristotle to 
Malthus, Marx, Veblen and Schumpeter, with interlinking commentaries. Making the dismal science palatable with 
carefully chosen selections, Heilbroner often highlights underappreciated aspects of these economists' thinking; for 
example, Lord Keynes's wholly negative appraisal of Marxism, or Adam Smith's scathing critique of landlords and 
capitalists. He lets the thinkers speak for themselves as they analyze the workings of a market-driven economy and 
how it molds the behaviors of ordinary people. This adventurous omnibus includes economic insights from the Bible 
and Bernard Mandeville's 1705 poem, "The Grumblilng Hive," upholding mild fraud, luxury and appeals to pride as 
necessary agents of a prosperous business civilization. Heilbroner concludes that economics is inextricably 
sociopolitical in nature, and he urges a new crop of dissenting economists to take full account of ecological threats, 
political instabilities and new technologies. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalHeilbroner (economics emeritus, New Sch. for Social Research) is the author of the widely read The Worldly 
Philosophers (1953), which concerns the evolution of economic theory. In a new work, he has compiled a companion 
volume consisting of short selections of economic thought from the writings of major figures such as Adam Smith, 
David Ricardo, and Thomas Malthus of the Classical School; their later 19th-century dissenters, Karl Marx and 
Thorstein Veblen; and John Maynard Keynes, whose seminal works appeared in the late 1930s. Heilbroner's lucidly 
written commentaries illuminate the leading ideas and locate them in their social context. His book will be useful 
mostly as a supplement to works on economic theory and principles. Recommended for academic libraries.?Harry 
Frumerman, formerly with Hunter Coll., New YorkCopyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistHeilbroner is an economic historian and prolific writer whose popular pieces in the New Yorker have made 
the "dismal" science seem less so. Over the last 40 years, he has revised his Worldly Philosophers, a profile of "the 
lives, times and ideas of great economic thinkers," several times, but here he adds a new twist that will serve to 
complement that truly classic work. To offer an overview of the major principles and evolution of ideas in economics, 
he uses actual text from the writings of the 20 or so economists he considers to be most important. Although making 
certain their words speak for themselves and claiming to be only a "guide," Heilbroner appears throughout the 
selections to "point out the significance" of the works he has selected. Reaffirming his lamentation made in The 
Worldly Philosophers that the work of today's leading economists "is not much in the tradition of the past," he begins 
with Aristotle and ends with Schumpeter. Sure to become a core title on collection-development lists. David Rouse 


