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Robert Higgs : Taking a Stand: Reflections on Life, Liberty, and the Economy  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Taking a Stand: Reflections on Life, Liberty, and the 
Economy: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Excellent bookBy BenI am only a few chapters into the book, but 
Higgs does a great job of clearly and persuasively making the case for liberty while pointing out the flaws of state 
expansion. While I have to admit that I already believed what he is saying, it is nonetheless an invigorating read for 
anyone, libertarian or otherwise.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Thank you Robert HiggsBy Erne 
LewisI am intimidated by the prospect of writing a review of this or any other Book by Robert Higgs. I am jealous of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01228EZ2Q


his incredible use of prose. But as an author myself I know I must write it because I owe it to him. He has been a 
constant force for liberty and a consistent source of unimpeachable information for those of us who seek to defend it. 
Taking A Stand is in many ways the best of Higgs. He reveals his human side here more so than in his many other 
great books. He unabashedly asserts his opinion that government always fails us, but never "our leaders". It is a book 
that will draw the fire of those who believe, and demand that others believe, in a force based democratic society, even 
if it kills us. Thank you Robert Higgs.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. InsightfulBy Charles G. 
MojkowskiBold and confident in his presentation, supported by deep thinking about the most fundamental aspects of 
our society, economy, and government.

In his academic work, Robert Higgs has dissected the governmentrsquo;s shrewd secret excesses that lead to the 
Welfare State, the Warfare State, and the Administrative State. For several decades he has unstintingly chronicled the 
federal, state, and local governmentsrsquo; malfeasance in these many areas of life that all levels of government have 
intruded upon without Constitutional mandate. In this book, however, are essays that show a whimsical, introspective, 
and personal side of this world renowned scholar. From the myth that the government has derived its powers from the 
consent of the governed to the role of independent experts in formulating monetary and fiscal policy; from the 
governmentrsquo;s duplicity in announcing the unemployment rate in a given month to how the state entraps us, if you 
want to see a true polymath at work, these lofty, serious, sad, and illuminating essays will educate you beyond what 
you had thought possible about life, liberty, and the economy.

"Robert Higgs begins Taking a Stand by thanking his students. But his list is much too short, for we are all his 
students. Often funny, and usually subversive of the conventional wisdom, this book spans a short period (2009-14) in 
Bobrsquo;s marvelously productive life. Chapters range from serious engagements with economic affairs to heartfelt 
eulogiesmdash;Bobrsquo;s lsquo;goodbyersquo; to Manuel Ayau cannot be read without tearing upmdash;to parodies 
of the rock song lsquo;American Piersquo; and the poem lsquo;The Raven.rsquo; It is hard to convey the depth and 
value of this timely yet timeless book. But if Francis Bacon could be crossed with P.J. Orsquo;Rourke, that would 
come close.rdquo; mdash;Michael C. Munger, professor of political science, economics and public policy; director, 
Philosophy, Politics, and Economics Program, Duke University 


