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From Routledge : Syncretism in Religion: A Reader (Critical Categories in the Study of Religion)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Syncretism in Religion: A 
Reader (Critical Categories in the Study of Religion): 

Long a fascinating but problematic category of religious studies, "syncretism" is an elastic term that describes a wide 
range of practices characterized by the mixing or overlap of traditions. Syncretism in Religion offers the student a 
broad selection of essays, both classical contributions to the study of syncretism and new essays commissioned 
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especially for this volume. Some important selections appear here in English for the first time. Also included is a list 
of references for further reading.

'This is a much-needed and thoughtfully structured anthology. It offers the reader a sampling of new directions that 
theories of syncretism are taking, rather than merely collecting older material. I have no doubt that Syncretism: A 
Reader will be received with much enthusiasm by scholars in a variety of disciplines and that it will become the text of 
choice for teaching about religious syncretism for years to come.' Terry Rey, Assistant Professor, Religious Studies, 
Florida International University, MiamiAbout the AuthorAnita M. Leopold holds an M.A. in the History of Religions. 
Formerly an assistant professor in the Department for the Study of Religion, University of Aarhus, she currently holds 
a post-graduate scholarship on the subject of syncretism. She has published widely on the issue of syncretism, on 
Gnosticism and on the research history of the study of religion. Jeppe S. Jensen is Associate Professor in the Study of 
Religion, University of Aarhus, Denmark. His publications include Rationality and the Study of Religion (Routledge 
2002, with Luther H. Martin) and The Study of Religion in a New Key (Aarhus University Press 2003). 


