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David Fleming, Shaun Chamberlin : Surviving the Future: Culture, Carnival and Capital in the Aftermath of
the Market Economy before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Surviving the Future: Culture, Carnival and Capital in the Aftermath of the Market Economy:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant book on exactly what the title saysBy Elgars
FelcisBeautifully and lightly written (and edited) book about very grim future prospects - honest and clear about the
dangers of collapse, focusing not on how to avoid it (and arguing why that isimpossible), but on how to better manage


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01JMXA1ZO

our livesindividually and collectively through and after the collapse. It takes some effort to follow the loops of his
argument (asit goesin systemsthinking), but it explains very well the complexity and paradoxes of human
development. Read through the book and ordered the longer version, full dictionary Lean Logic, thistime hardcover to
have it as areference book at home. Highly recommended to everyone, well worth the time and effort.3 of 3 people
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBYy francis w cookea book more and more essential with each passing
election cyclel of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very readable and thorough analysis of our societal
predicament as ...By CustomerV ery readable and thorough analysis of our societal predicament as we reach peak
everything and are forced to scale back.

Surviving the Future is a story drawn from the fertile ground of the late David Flemingrsgquo;s extraordinary Lean
Logic: A Dictionary for the Future and How to Survive It.nbsp; That hardback consists of four hundred and four
interlinked dictionary entries, inviting readers to choose their own path through its radical vision.Recognizing that
Lean Logicrsgquo;s sheer size and unusual structure can be daunting, Flemingrsguo;s long-time collaborator Shaun
Chamberlin has selected and edited one of these potential narrativesto create Surviving the Future.nbsp; The content,
rare insights, and uniquely enjoyable writing style remain Flemingrsquo;s, but are presented here at a more accessible
paperback-length and in conventional read-it-front-to-back format.The subtitlemdash;Culture, Carnival and Capital in
the Aftermath of the Market Economymdash;hints at Flemingrsguo;s vision.nbsp;He believed that the market
economy will not survive itsinherent flaws beyond the early decades of this century, and that its failure will bring
great challenges, but he did not dwell on this: Idquo;We know what we need to do.nbsp;We need to build the sequel,
to draw on inspiration which has lain dormant, like the seed beneath the snow.rdquo; Surviving the Future lays out a
compelling and powerfully different new economics for a post-growth world.nbsp; One that relies not on taut
competitiveness and eternally increasing productivitymdash;|dquo;putting the grim into realityrdquo;mdash;but on the
play, humor, conversation, and reciprocal obligations of arich culture.nbsp;Building on aremarkable breadth of
intellectual and cultural heritagemdash;from Keynesto Kumar, Homer to Huxley, Mumford to MacIntyre, Scruton to
Shiva, Shakespeare to Schumachermdash;Fleming describes aworld in which, as he says, [dquo;there will be time for
music.rdquo; This is the world that many of uswant to livein, yet we aretold it isidealistic and unrealistic.nbsp;With
an evident mastery of both economic theory and historical precedent, Fleming shows that it is not only desirable, but
actually the only system with arealistic claim to longevity.nbsp;With friendliness, humor, and charm, Surviving the
Future plucks this vision out of our daydreams and shows us how to make it real.

[dquo;l would unreservedly go so far asto say that David Fleming was one of the most original, brilliant, urgently-
needed, underrated, and ahead-of-his-time thinkers of the last 50 years. History will come to place him alongside
Schumacher, Berry, Seymour, Cobbett, and those other brilliant souls who could not just imagine amore resilient
world but who could paint a picture of it in such vivid colours. Step into the world of David Fleming; you'll be so glad
you did.rdquo;--Rob Hopkins, cofounder of the Transition Networkldquo;Each time | encountered David Fleming, he
left behind something whose value | was alittle too slow to recognise. A sketch for Tradable Energy Quotas. A
critique of the nuclear fuel cycle. And clearest in my memory: aslim working paper entitled The Lean Economy. It
took me nearly a decade to respond properly to its call. In Surviving the Future, Fleming has left behind his greatest
gift: aremarkable clarity of vision?away of seeing the world not just for what it is, but for what it might be.
Hopefully, this time Irsquo;m ready for it.rdquo;--Tim Jackson, Professor of Sustainable Development, University of
Surrey; author of Prosperity without Growthldquo;David Fleming was an iconoclast in a time when orthodox thinking
reasserted suffocating control. When many major environmental voices had, in effect, decided to 'go with the flow’,
accept the mainstream economy, and do their best to make it greener, David Fleming went the other way. His analysis
told him that nothing short of a paradigm shift could ensure our collective survival, and he said so, loudly, without fear
of being marginalised. His courage in saying unpopular thingsis clear in these writings, and we should all thank him.
Without the uncompromising clarity of nbsp;David'snbsp;writing, we wouldnbsp;delude ourselves as to the scale and
the immediacy with which we must reshape the economy and our lifestyles. Thank goodness his analysis can now be
shared more widely.rdquo;--Andrew Simms, codirector, New Weather Institute; fellow, New Economics Foundation;
author of Cancel the Apocalypseldquo;David Fleming was an elder of the UK green movement and a key figure in the
early Green Party. Drawing on the heritage of Schumacherrsquo;s Small Is Beautiful, Flemingrsguo;s beautifully
written and nourishing vision of a post-growth economics grounded in human-scal e culture and community ?rather
than big finance?is both inspiring and ever more topical.rdquo;--Caroline Lucas MP, former |eader, Green Party of
England and Wales; former Member of the European Parliamentldquo;David Fleming predicts environmental
catastrophe but also proposes a solution that stems from the real motives of people and not from some comprehensive
political agenda. He writes lucidly and eloquently of the moral and spiritual qualities on which we might draw in
ournbsp;Isquo;descentrsgquo; to a Lean Economy. His highly poetic description of these qualitiesis neither gloomy nor
self-deceived but tranquil and inspiring. All environmental activists should read him and learn to think in his cultivated
and nuanced way.rdquo;--Roger Scruton, writer and philosopher; author of over thirty books, including Green



Philosophyldquo;Why do some of the truly great books only emerge and exact their influence upon us after the death
of their authors? Perhaps it takes a lifetime to accrue and refine the necessary wisdom. Or perhaps it simply takes the
rest of ustoo long to catch up. Like Thoreau, Fleming's masterpiece brims not only with fresh insight into every nook
and cranny of our culture and what it means to be human, but with such wit and humour that its challenging ideas and
radical perspectives become arefreshing delight. If wersquo;re to have a future worth surviving, this book demands to
be read, re-read, and?ultimately?acted upon.rdquo;--Mark Boyle, author of The Moneyless Manifesto and Drinking
Molotov Cocktails with Gandhildquo; Shaun Chamberlin has edited Flemingrsquo;s Lean Logic to a string of gems
that refract the burning issues of our times.rdquo;--Professor Alastair Mclntosh, author of Soil and Soul and
Poacherrsguo;s Pilgrimagel dquo;lsquo; The end is nighrsquo; messages are a dime a dozen these days. Flemingrsquo;s
work doesnrsquo;t shy away from that, but itrsquo;s his vision of what could come next?and the potential richness,
carnival, and culture of it?that | think is so rare and precious in these books. Less what we stand to |ose and more what
we've lost aready and stand to regain if we do things right.rdquo;--Jeremy Leggett, founder, Solarcentury and
SolarAid; author of The Winning of the Carbon Warldquo;l canrsquo;t say enough good things about this book. David
Flemingrsquo;s keen interdisciplinary mind was at home in economics, history, and anthropology, so when he
imagines the world beyond fossil fuels, the result is not just a schematic diagram but narrative with bone, sinew, flesh,
and blood. Thisis how real human beings could and hopefully will respond to climate change and resource
depletion.rdquo;--Richard Heinberg, senior fellow, Post Carbon I nstitutel dquo;David Fleming haslaid out alogical,
persuasive, and very readable pathway to dealing with the most crucial catastrophe we face: the double bind of
growth?f no growth the economy fails, if growth the economy fails.nbsp;Henbsp;illuminatesnbsp;the |squo;transition
from the global cityrsquo; to Isquo;habitats on a human scal ersquo;nbsp;and an economy Isquo;organized around the
rediscovery of community.rsquo;nbsp;If there will be any survival following the coming collapse, it will be through
following the wisdom provided here.rdquo;--Kirkpatrick Sale, author of nbsp;Human ScaleAbout the AuthorDr. David
Fleming (1940 ndash; 2010) was a visionary thinker and writer who played significant rolesin the genesis of the UK
Green Party, the Transition Towns movement, and the New Economics Foundation, as well as chairing the Soil
Association. He was a so one of the early whistle-blowers on oil depletion and designer of the influential TEQs
carbon/energy rationing system.nbsp;He read Modern History at Trinity College, Oxford, and later earned an MBA
and then an M Sc and PhD in economics (in 1988). These enabled him to better engage with and confound the
mainstream, in support of his true passion and genius. understanding that diverse and mysterious thing
Idquo;community.rdquo; Lean Logic was the work of over thirty years.Shaun Chamberlin has been involved with the
Transition Network since its inception, cofounding Transition Town Kingston and authoring the movementrsquo;s
second book, The Transition Timeline. He is managing director of the Fleming Policy Centre and former chair of the
Ecological Land Co-operative, and has spoken at venues ranging from Occupy camps to parliaments.nbsp;In exploring
the cultural narratives charting societyrsquo;s course he has written for or edited a diverse range of books, magazines,
academic journals, and other publications, including coauthoring a significant UK All Party Parliamentary report with
his close friend and regular collaborator David Fleming.nbsp;His website is www.darkoptimism.org.Rob Hopkinsis
the cofounder of Transition Town Totnes and of the Transition Network. He set up the first two-year, full-time
permaculture course in the world at Kinsale Further Education College in Ireland, as well as the first ecovillage
development in Ireland to be granted planning permission. He is the author of The Transition Handbook: From Oil
Dependence to Local Resilience and The Transition Companion: Making Y our Community More Resilient in
Uncertain Times and The Power of Just Doing Stuff. He is the winner of the 2008 Schumacher Award, is an Ashoka
Fellow and aFellow of the Post Carbon Institute, served as a Soil Association trustee for three years, and was named
by the Independent as one of the UKrsguo;s top 100 environmentalists.



