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Paul Allen : Idea Man: A Memoir by the Cofounder of Microsoft before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Idea Man: A Memoair by the Cofounder of Microsoft:

85 of 88 people found the following review helpful. Well worth reading; first half better than 2nd half.By Jaewoo
KimThis book details Paul Allen's story on the beginning of Microsoft and his relationship with Bill Gates. The 2nd
half of the book deals with his sport teams (Trail Blazers and Seahawks), space planes, investments, life as awealthy
mogul, and recent events.Contrary to the press reports, this book draws a neutral portrait of Bill Gates. He is both
highly praised and criticized. The book truly delivers an unvarnished view of Bill Gates and the beginnings of
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Microsoft. If you are into tech-history, this book should not be missed.| think thetitle "Idea Man" is spot-on. Paul is
the founding Visionary of Microsoft. He had the world-changing ideas and inspirations. But it was mostly Bill Gates
who sorted them out and drove Paul Allen and rest of Microsoft's employees to execute those ideas into areality. It is
important to note that game changing ideas at Microsoft were somewhat lacking after Paul Allen |eft Microsoft.
Instead, Microsoft became more like Bill Gates, an entity that is ruthless, sucessful, and technically brilliant. Y et,
Microsoft lacked a vision and played mostly catchup to other visionary companies and ideas (Netscape, Apple,
smartPhones, tablets, game consoles etc). | am convinced that Microsoft may have been a different and a more
visionary company if Paul Allen had stayed.l have also read the two books written by Bill Gates. In both books, Bill
Gates gives strong endorsement and credit to Paul Allen for the co-founding of Microsoft. The two men have known
each other for over 40 years and grew up together. The bond between the two seems very deep.Pros:1) This book is
written in an extremely fluid style. | am not sure if Paul hired a ghostwriter, but if the book was mostly first-hand
written, then | am impressed.2)Paul Allen provides details on his days with Bill Gates at L akeside school, Harvard,
and Microsoft. When Paul Allen asked Bill Gates how large their software company could be, Bill replied "about 35
employees' and Paul Allen thought that was little ambitious.3) The story of the founding and the early days of
Microsoft was very engaging. It kept me up until 4am reading this book.Cons.1)Where is the sage advice? What
would have Paul Allen done differently? He takes a passive retroactive account of his past, and does not delve too
much into the lessons he has |earned from them.2)Where is the analysis of the past, the current, and the future state of
technology? | am especially interested on Paul Allen's take on technology's future 10-20 years down the road.3)This
book is missing huge parts of Paul Allen'slife. Paul Allen writes mostly about his relationship with his parents and
Bill Gates. | don't think one could categorize this book as a complete autobiography.Overall, | highly recommend this
book. This book is not written as a completely autobiography. Y et, it provides rich details on many things people
would find interesting and engaging.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A super interesting manBy
Auburn SoftwareSuper insight into so many aspects of this interesting man and the things he has been involved in up
to the time of the writing. Paul Allen isunderrated | think - big time - abrilliant man and so many little tidbits in the
book illustrate it. No question Gates is smart too, but thisreally gives someinsight into Paul Allen and the significance
of him in Microsoft's development.l don't think people realize the other things heis doing - his brain project for
instance - these are things that could and are having tremendous impact on humanity.l came away with not only good
insight, but certainly food for thought about much larger things. For one - when you read about the education he and
Gates were getting in high school and junior high - it pales to mine and probably most others. | think it shows how the
'right' education, early enough, isreally important.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The IdeaMan is
Likened to His FatherBy Judy KA realistic account of how two school chums formed the company, Microsoft. Mr.
Allen mentions his family, as having awarm caring mother who spends her time reading everything she can get her
hands on. His father he saysis quiet and hardly talks at al. All the while, | wonder if Mr .Allen even suspects that
while heis smart and talks that he is likened to his father when he is thinking and he spends much of histime
thinking.He lays on our shoulders his feelings of first learning he has cancer. His sleepless nights, his idea that perhaps
its time to stop and smell the roses. From his explanations we learn that he is compassionate, caring and most
sensitive, and agree that he needs to be drama free which also means that he must |eave Microsoft and those around
him which cause him mental anguish.l recommend this book for an in depth ook into a family who was not rich but
struggled to provide the best for their children.

By his early thirties, Paul Allen was aworld-famous billionaire-and that was just the beginning. In 2007 and 2008,
Time named Paul Allen, the cofounder of Microsoft, one of the hundred most influential people in the world. Since he
made his fortune, hisimpact has been felt in science, technology, business, medicine, sports, music, and philanthropy.
His passion, curiosity, and intellectual rigor-combined with the resources to launch and support new initiatives-have
literally changed the world. In 2009 Allen discovered that he had lymphoma, lending urgency to his desire to share his
story for the first time. In this long-awaited memoir, Allen explains how he has solved problems, what he's learned
from his many endeavors-both the triumphs and the failures-and his compelling vision for the future. He reflects
candidly on an extraordinary life. The book also features previously untold stories about everything from the true
origins of Microsoft to Allen'srole in the dawn of private space travel (with SpaceShipOne) and in discoveries at the
frontiers of brain science. With honesty, humor, and insight, Allen tells the story of alife of ideas made real.

The virtual world he imagined is now asreal as concrete . . . the very fabric of atwenty-first century that he and atiny
club of othersliterally invented. Shy, humble, brilliant . . . Paul Allen'sintellect and generosity of spirit are there on
every page. * Bono * Paul's natural curiosity will always guide him into uncharted waters. Whether it's a newfangled
device called the personal computer; exploring the bottom of the sea or deep space; music, movies, and museums; or
perhaps his most significant adventure so far-the human brain-two things are certain: It won't be the same afterward,
and it will be an extraordinary journey. * Peter Gabriel * Paul is atrue adventurer in every sense of the word and, as a
friend, heis both loyal and generous of spirit. His ideas have helped shape the world we live in, and witnessing the



way hismind worksis like watching a Jimi Hendrix guitar solo: you have no idea how he does it, but it blows your
mind. * Dave Stewart * This son of Oklahoma, by way of Seattle, electrocuted a classmate, soldered his skin, gassed
the family pet, purposely crashed systems, dove in Dumpsters for coffee-stained printouts, and went on to create the
engine that changed the world. * Dan Ackroyd * About the AuthorPaul Allen isthe billionaire technologist and
philanthropist who cofounded Microsoft with Bill Gates. He is the chairman of Vulcan Inc. and founder of the Allen
Institute for Brain Science. He also owns the Seattle Seahawks and the Portland Trail Blazers, and is co-owner of the
Seattle Sounders pro soccer team. He lives on Mercer Island, Washington.Visit www.paulallen.com



