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E. Roy Weintraub : How Economics Became a Mathematical Science (Science and Cultural Theory) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How Economics Became a
Mathematical Science (Science and Cultural Theory):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is a good introduction to how economics forgot the life-
world as horizon ...By clyntonrThis book is a good introduction to how economics forgot the life-world as horizon of
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experience for humane sciences.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy FDExcellent
background for understanding contemporary economics. Incisive but not judgmental .0 of 2 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy aleberDelivery conform to expectations

In How Economics Became a Mathematical Science E. Roy Weintraub traces the history of economics through the
prism of the history of mathematics in the twentieth century. As mathematics has evolved, so has the image of
mathematics, explains Weintraub, such as ideas about the standards for accepting proof, the meaning of rigor, and the
nature of the mathematical enterprise itself. He also shows how economics itself has been shaped by economistsrsgquo;
changing images of mathematics.Whereas others have viewed economics as autonomous, Weintraub presents a
different picture, one in which changes in mathematicsmdash;both within the body of knowledge that constitutes
mathematics and in how it is thought of as a discipline and as atype of knowledgemdash;have been intertwined with
the evolution of economic thought. Weintraub begins his account with Cambridge University, the intellectual
birthplace of modern economics, and examines specifically Alfred Marshall and the Mathematical Tripos
examinationsmdash;tests in mathematics that were required of all who wished to study economics at Cambridge. He
proceeds to interrogate the idea of a rigorous mathematical economics through the connections between particular
mathematical economists and mathematiciansin each of the decades of the first half of the twentieth century, and thus
describes how the mathematical issues of formalism and axiomatization have shaped economics. Finally, How
Economics Became a Mathematical Science reconstructs the career of the economist Sidney Weintraub, whose
relationship to mathematics is viewed through his relationships with his mathematician brother, Hal, and his
mathemati cian-economist son, the bookrsquo;s author.

Idguo;Roy Weintraub retells the history of twentieth-century economics through a series of engagementsmdash;duels
of intellect and imaginationmdash; between individual members of two scientific communities: the mathematicians and
the economists. A totally original, idiosyncratic, and highly personal account which illuminates brilliantly not just how
economics became mathematized, but how mathematics cut free from the objects of science.rdquo;mdash;Mary S.
Morgan, London School of Economics and University of Amsterdam



