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John Bronsteen, Christopher Buccafusco, Jonathan S. Masur : Happiness and the Law  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Happiness and the Law: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Interesting, even for non-expertsBy Seebany Datta-BaruaAbout two 
chapters in, I'm finding this very accessible and interesting, despite knowing basically nothing about law or sociology. 
Very interesting to read about the studies showing the things people think will make them happy in life vs. what 
actually makes them happy.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Well-reasoned and researched argument 
for using a well-being analysis rather ...By Sara HolovatyWell-reasoned and researched argument for using a well-
being analysis rather than (or in addition to) cost-benefit analysis, particularly in the areas of criminal and tort law. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00RM5K65K


Chock full of thoughtful examples to illustrate its points.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I do.By 
CustomerIf Newton's Philosophiaelig; Naturalis Principia Mathematica had a baby with the Bible, and that baby was 
raised by Ayn Rand's Atlas Shrugged and Judge Richard Posner, then that baby would grow up to be this book. It will 
change the way you see the world around you.

Happiness and the law. At first glance, these two concepts seem to have little to do with each other. To some, they 
may even seem diametrically opposed. Yet one of the things the law strives for is to improve peoplersquo;s quality of 
life. To do this, it must first predict what will make people happy. Yet happiness research shows that, time and time 
again, people err in predicting what will make them happy, overestimating the import of money and mistaking the 
circumstances to which they can and cannot adapt.nbsp;nbsp;Drawing on new research in psychology, neuroscience, 
and economics, the authors of Happiness and the Law assess how the law affects peoplersquo;s quality of 
lifemdash;and how it can do so in a better way. Taking readers through some of the common questions about and 
objections to the use of happiness research in law and policy, they consider two areas in depth: criminal punishment 
and civil lawsuits. More broadly, the book proposes a comprehensive approach to assessing human welfaremdash;well-
being analysismdash;that is a valuable alternative to the strictly economically based cost-benefit analyses currently 
dominating how we evaluate public policy. The study of happiness is the next step in the evolution from traditional 
economic analysis of the law to a behavioral approach. Happiness and the Law will serve as the definitive, yet 
accessible, guide to understanding this new paradigm.

ldquo;A brilliantly original treatise by the worldrsquo;s foremost authorities on happiness and the law. Bronsteen, 
Buccafusco, and Masur use theories and data from psychology and economics to answer deep and difficult questions 
that have vexed thinkers for millennia. A smart and fascinating book!rdquo; 


