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Alan Weisman : Gaviotas: A Villageto Reinvent the World, 2nd Edition before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gaviotas: A Village to Reinvent the World, 2nd Edition:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book!By Cassie L Petersenin the book Gaviotas the author,
Alan Weisman paints a vivid picture of a desiccated savannain Colombia being transformed into a beautiful and rich
rain forest. Weisman documents the story of a young development worker named Paolo Lugari who was curious on
whether or not an uninhabited and infertile land could be made into a livable place for his growing country. | was
pleasantly surprised while reading Gaviotas on how interesting it was and enjoyed reading this book because the
author did agreat job taking al the information he had about the Gaviotas and making it into a story that was easy to
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read. Although the book was easy to read, it wasnrsgquo;t always easy to follow. | had no prior knowledge about
Columbia so when the author rattled off places in Columbia or famous people of Columbial waslost. It would have
been easier to follow if the author first gave the readers some back ground knowledge about these places and
people.Over-al, this book was interesting and | would recommend others to read it.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. A must read! By John SkujaThisis an extremely important book to read if we are to understand how
the intelligent use of technology can help us survive the collapse of the il driven economy/world we live in aswe run
out of that resource. Tech can be used to improve life with out a massive profit motive behind it and community can
be formed and sustained with different models for our coming together into community. The story of Gaviotasis
amazing and we need to know about it and what has been achieved in a place that was uninhabitable by modern
standards, and yet is still supporting a thriving community in a country ravaged by violence and greed....0 of O people
found the following review helpful. Amazing, read this if you want to know how to create a sustainable futureBy Mary
H.Amazing.Uplifting.Inspiring.Practical.Read thisis you want to know how we can create a sustainable future/less
fossil fuel consumption.* After reading this, about how people living in a"third world country" could create and
implement energy efficient technologies, | became very frustrated that the United States did not have the foresight to
utilize the same technologies in the 1980's when it would have helped to reduce the coming energy crisis of the next
200 years/end of the industrial age.The technologies/lifestyle created by the people of Gaviotas serves as a beautiful
example of waysto soften our fall from extravagant energy consumption ---> sustainable society.People have the
power, don't et consumer culture steal your creativity. We really do have the brain power (asindividuals, don't rely on
the federal government for too much) to create aworld in which we can live comfortably and happily without relying
on the rampant energy usage that we have only gotten accustomed to in the past 100 years.If you enjoy this book (and
| think you will), you may also enjoy:The World Without UsSmall is Possible: Lifein aLoca EconomyThe Long
Descent: A User's Guide to the End of the Industrial Ageand maybe this oneif you're interested in
communes/community:A Walden Two Experiment; The First Five Y ears of Twin Oaks Community.

L os Llanosmdash;the rain-leached, eastern savannas of war-ravaged Colombiamdash;are among the most brutal
environments on Earth and an unlikely setting for one of the most hopeful environmental stories ever told. Here, in the
late 1960s, a young Colombian devel opment worker named Paolo Lugari wondered if the nearly uninhabited, infertile
[lanos could be made livable for his countryrsgquo;s growing population. He had no idea that nearly four decades later,
his experiment would be one of the worldrsquo;s most celebrated examples of sustainable living: a permanent village
called Gaviotas.In the absence of infrastructure, the first Gaviotans invented wind turbines to convert mild breezes into
energy, hand pumps capabl e of tapping deep sources of water, and solar collectors efficient enough to heat and even
sterilize drinking water under perennially cloudy Ilano skies. Over time, the Gaviotansrsquo; experimentation has even
restored an ecosystem: in the shelter of two million Caribbean pines planted as a source of renewable commercial
resin, aprimordial rain forest that once covered the llanosis unexpectedly reestablishing itself.Colombian author
Gabriel Garciacute;a Maacute;rquez has called Paolo Lugari Idquo;Inventor of the World.rdquo; Lugari himself has
said that Gaviotasis not a utopia: Idquo;Utopia literally means Isquo;no place.rsquo; We call Gaviotas a topia, because
itrsquo;s real .rdquo;Relive their story with this special 10th-anniversary edition of Gaviotas, complete with a new
afterword by the author describing how Gaviotas has survived and progressed over the past decade.



