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Textile production was of greater value and importance to people in the past than any other social craft activity: 
everyone depended on cloth. As with other craft goods, such as pottery, metal objects, or ivory carving, the large-scale 
production and exchange of textiles required specialization and some degree of centralization. This book takes an 
explicitly economic approach to textile production, focusing on regional centers, most often referred to as palaces, to 
understand the means by which states in the Aegean and Anatolia financed themselves through cloth industries. From 
this we can look for evidence of social stratification, inter-regional exchange, and organized bureaucracies. Spanning 
multiple millennia and various sources of evidence, Burke illustrates the complex nature of cloth production, 
exchange, and consumption and what this tells us about individual societies and prehistoric economies, as well as how 
developments in cloth industries reflect larger aspects of social organization.

...Burke has marshaled a tremendous amount of evidence to study the political economy of textiles.' (Daniel J. Pullen, 
The Florida State University Bryn Mawr Classical , 2010.12.67)Well written and well illustrated, and content with a 
few working hypotheses rather than overarching theories. (Gocha R. Tsetskhladze Ancient West East, Volume 13 
(2014)) 


