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be worth my time, and all praised Franklin: The Autobiography and Other Writings on Politics, Economics, and Virtue 
(Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought): 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Avoid the Kindle edition!!!By Carlos Alberto Rivera 
Carrentilde;oThe text itself is good, but the digital edition is full of missing hyperlinks. Such a hassle to read on my 
Nexus 10! If interested, buy the paperback instead. Cambridge editions are serious scholarship and this edition is not 
the exception. However, such clumsy formatting is not worth the money.

Benjamin Franklin is one of the best known and most widely admired figures in American history. His wit and charm 
make him endearing; his practical intelligence and commitment to middle-class virtues like thrift and industry make 
him admirable. Indeed to many he is 'the first American'. Ironically, this identification of Franklin with American 
popular culture diminishes the breadth and depth of his contributions to modern political thought. The present volume 
provides the textual foundation for a fuller understanding of Franklin's thought, and represents a major addition to the 
Cambridge Texts series. Readers interested in the Autobiography will find a new and complete edition based on the 
original manuscript. Those interested in the full range of Franklin's political ideas will find a selection of his most 
important letters, essays and pamphlets. Alan Houston's lucid introduction brings life to these texts and sets them in 
their proper historical context.

About the AuthorAlan Houston teaches in the department of political science at the University of California, San 
Diego. 


