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Jacques E. Levy : Cesar Chavez: Autobiography of La Causa  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Cesar Chavez: Autobiography of La Causa: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Cesar Chavez: A Common Man for All SeasonsBy Paul HosseFew 
individuals past or present has had the impact that Cesar Chavez did. His life is the story of not just the migrant 
workers or the poor, or even of Hispanics. It is the story of stuggle---the stuggle to survive; of family; of abuse; of 
corporate dominance; of greed; and of hatred. But most of all, it's the story of the struggle for respect, especially self-
respect, and willpower to overcome life's obstacles on behalf of a People.Cesar Chavez tells the story of his life and its 
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challenges through first person accounts, from growing up in a happy and close family which eeked out a living with 
their own small store and plot of land to losing it due to greed and double-dealing and essentually becoming homeless 
and following the hard path of the migrant worker amid corruption, racial hatred, and a hand-to-mouth existance. 
Chavez, who never lost his sense of family or justice, went on to become one of the most powerful forces in the union 
and civil rights movements.An outstanding and well written book for anyone interested in American History, social 
movements, unions, Hispanic culture, poverty, and simply wants to read the story of what it means to fight for social 
justice. This should be required reading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great reading material if 
you want to learn more about ...By MissMoadGreat reading material if you want to learn more about Chavez; lots of 
detail that I didn't know before from just online research.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great 
Book! Told mostly in Cesar's own words from recordings.By Deborah La PierreThis book was recommended to me by 
a man who knew and worked with Cesar for many years. I really like that most of the book is taken from recorded 
conversations from Cesar and his family and friends, mentors and others who knew and worked with him. I highly 
recommend it to anyone interested in Cesar and the movement to better conditions for farm workers in the US.

ldquo;[An] exceptionally interesting and intimate oral history . . . Against a background of motels and all-night 
cafeacute;s and strikes, the high relief in which the characters stand out is truly fascinating. Jacques Levyrsquo;s 
biography of Chavez has unforgettable descriptive passages and fine photographs.rdquo; mdash;The Nation nbsp; 
Mexican-American civil rights and labor activist Cesar Chavez (1927ndash;1993), comes to life in this vivid portrait 
of the charismatic and influential fighter who boycotted supermarkets and took on corporations, the government, and 
the powerful Teamsters Union. Jacques E. Levy gained unprecedented access to Chavez and the United Farm Workers 
Union in writing this account of one of the most successful labor movements in history which can also serve as a 
guidebook for social and political change. nbsp; ldquo;[The] definitive work. The bookrsquo;s major contribution lies 
in its portrait of the man himselfmdash;deeply religious in an almost mystical fashion; a dedicated battler, but not a 
dedicated hater; a leader who not only will not ask, but will not allow his followers to make the sacrifices he has 
made.rdquo; mdash;Publishers Weekly nbsp; ldquo;One of the heroic figures of our time.rdquo; mdash;Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy nbsp; Jacques E. Levy (1927ndash;2004), a prize-winning journalist, spent six years with Cesar Chavez 
researching and writing this book. nbsp; Fred Ross Jr. is a spokesperson for the Service Employeesrsquo; International 
Union and the son of Fred Ross, Chavezrsquo;s mentor. nbsp; Jacqueline Levy is the daughter of Jacques E. Levy and 
a high school science teacher in Sonoma County, California.


