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4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. American Labor's OpportunityBy Sarah Holden SmithIn this edited 
examination of central labor councils in the United States Ness and Eimer provide a comprehensive examination of the 
challenges and opportunities that the U.S. labor movement has in activating the dormant labor councils. The writers 
demonstrate that U.S. labor councils have a long history that veer from their counterparts elsewhere, they represent 
powerful building blocks toward a stronger workers movement.Now that the U.S. national unions are examining 
structure once again, they must take note of the work of this book, which is as relevant today as ever. Unions simply 
will not expand through using their leverage unless they view see labor in its new iteration--one that is dispersed 
throughout metropolitan regions. Perhaps the most daring AFL-CIO effort is the restructuring of its own house. The 
editors and writers of this book provide a field guide on how to transform unions and build worker power. This book 
provides concrete studies of Los Angeles, Milwaukee, King Conty (Seattle) and San Jose and Silicon Valley.Among 
the contributors are the leading analysts of American labor today: Stephanie Luce, Immanuel Ness, Joel Rogers, and 
Stewart Acuff.

Central Labor Councils are the local arm of the labor movement responsible for coordinating collective activities 
among different unions in a region. Once quite powerful organizations with important political roles at local and 
regional levels, CLCs waned significantly during the 1940s and 50s.This work examines the recent re-emergence of 
Central Labor Councils and how they are being utilized as effective bodies to help rejuvenate the labor movement. It 
combines comprehensive history of the CLCs in America since the early 19th century and case studies by CLC leaders 
in Atlanta, Milwaukee, San Jose, and Seattle -- the regions where CLCs have re-emerged as important players in 
advancing the labor movement.


