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Jason M. Barr : Building the Skyline: The Birth and Growth of Manhattan's Skyscrapers  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Building the Skyline: The Birth and Growth 
of Manhattan's Skyscrapers: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. In- depth study of skyscraper history of ManhattanBy AntonThis is a 
scholarly book, which covers comprehensively not only the history of Manhattan skyscrapers in a wealth of detail 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01FWCWC06


(including zoning, urban environment, etc.). The book has decidedly an "urban socio-economics" focus (as contrasted 
from an architectural or engineering focus). The wealth of detail on specific periods in the growth of the city, and the 
resulting social and economic forces behind construction of tall building is perhaps unparalleled!This book is not for 
the casual reader, who might find it too detailed, too technical, too detailed and perhaps tedious in parts.For the serious 
reader and professional (whether from urban planning, commercial real estate, or simply skyscraper aficionado), it is 
highly engaging and comprehensive treatise on the subject!Here is a summary TOC:Part One: Before the skyscraper 
revolution (chapters: Manhattan natural history; Mannahatta to Monahattan: settlement to grid plan; Land use before 
the civil war; the tenements and the skyline)Part Two: The rise of the skyline (The economics of skyscraper hight; 
measuring the skyline; the bedrock myth; the birth of midtown; edifice complex? The cause of the 1920s building 
boom; what is Manhattan worth? One hundred and fifty years of land values; epilogue: the resilient skyline)3 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. The book is very interesting and fun to read since it presents a smart 
analysis using statistical regressionBy A MMost of the book deals with the question: why there are skyscrapers in 
downtown Manhattan and in midtown but not in between. The question may be not important. But the book is very 
interesting and fun to read since it presents a smart analysis using statistical regression and other data-analytic 
methods.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If you love NYC...a must read.By NancySmart, analytical, 
and highly informational. Barr's book is a perfect blend of economics, history, and plain old good writing! He tells a 
wonderful story of how my favorite city in the world-- New York City-- came to be one of the most incredible cities in 
the world.

The Manhattan skyline is one of the great wonders of the modern world. But how and why did it form? Much has been 
written about the city's architecture and its general history, but little work has explored the economic forces that 
created the skyline.In Building the Skyline, Jason Barr chronicles the economic history of the Manhattan skyline. In 
the process, he debunks some widely held misconceptions about the city's history. Starting with Manhattan's natural 
and geological history, Barr moves on to how these formations influenced early land use and the development of 
neighborhoods, including the dense tenement neighborhoods of Five Points and the Lower East Side, and how these 
early decisions eventually impacted the location of skyscrapers built during the Skyscraper Revolution at the end of 
the 19th century.Barr then explores the economic history of skyscrapers and the skyline, investigating the reasons for 
their heights, frequencies, locations, and shapes. He discusses why skyscrapers emerged downtown and why they 
appeared three miles to the north in midtown-but not in between the two areas. Contrary to popular belief, this was not 
due to the depths of Manhattan's bedrock, nor the presence of Grand Central Station. Rather, midtown's emergence 
was a response to the economic and demographic forces that were taking place north of 14th Street after the Civil 
War.Building the Skyline also presents the first rigorous investigation of the causes of the building boom during the 
Roaring Twenties. Contrary to conventional wisdom, the boom was largely a rational response to the economic growth 
of the nation and city. The last chapter investigates the value of Manhattan Island and the relationship between 
skyscrapers and land prices. Finally, an Epilogue offers policy recommendations for a resilient and robust future 
skyline.

Architectural Record Recommended 2017 Summer Reading"A deeply informed, literate account of the skyscaper's 
role in New York City history. Barr is a leading scholar in the economics of skyscrapers, and he turns out to be an 
outstanding storyteller as well. A towering achievement!" -- Donald Davis, Ragnar Nurkse Professor of Economics, 
Chairman, Department of Economics, Columbia University"This beautifully written and impressively researched 
economic history of tall buildings in Manhattan will beguile the reader. It punctures long-held myths and explains such 
puzzles as why there are no skyscrapers between downtown and midtown, which buildings are taller than they should 
be, why we are now building skyscrapers for residents and not corporate offices, and why New Yorkers no longer seek 
to build the tallest building in the world. Ranging from Manhattan's earliest days to the present, it concludes with some 
thought-provoking recommendations for the future." -- John Mollenkopf, Distinguished Professor, Political Science 
and Sociology, The Graduate Center, City University of New York"Skyscraper economist, Jason Barr, takes the reader 
on a captivating historical journey from the European settlement of Manhattan to the rise of the present day NYC 
skyline. Along the way, we learn the answers to fascinating questions concerning the role of bedrock in forming the 
skyline; the timing, formation, and growth of midtown; the use of tenements during periods of intense immigration; 
and the changing value of Manhattan real estate over time. Building the Skyline is essential reading for anyone 
interested in NYC real estate history and the rise of the Manhattan skyline." -- Troy Tassier, Department of 
Economics, Fordham University"Given the magnitude of the project, I doubt anyone will find the courage to take on 
such a massive undertaking anytime soon. For that reason alone this book is an instant classic." -- SkyHigh.CityAbout 
the AuthorJason M. Barr is an associate professor of economics at Rutgers University - Newark. His areas of interests 
include urban economics, New York City history, and computational economics. He has published many articles in 
top peer-reviewed economics journals. He is one of the leading scholars on skyscraper economics. His research has 
been discussed widely in the media, including in the New York Times, The Economist, National Public Radio, and the 



New York Observer. He has taught economics at Rutgers University - Newark, Dartmouth College, and Columbia 
University. 


