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Julie Marie Bunck, Michael Ross Fowler : Bribes, Bullets, and Intimidation: Drug Trafficking and the Law in 
Central America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Bribes, Bullets, and Intimidation: Drug Trafficking and the Law in Central America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Daniel PortilloGood summary of the main events 
related to drug dealing and the people behind those suspected cases

Bribes, Bullets, and Intimidation is the first book to examine drug trafficking through Central America and the efforts 
of foreign and domestic law enforcement officials to counter it. Drawing on interviews, legal cases, and an array of 
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Central American sources, Julie Bunck and Michael Fowler track the changing routes, methods, and networks 
involved, while comparing the evolution and consequences of the drug trade through Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and Panama over a span of more than three decades. Bunck and Fowler argue that while certain similar 
factors have been present in each of the Central American states, the distinctions among these countries have been 
equally important in determining the speed with which extensive drug trafficking has taken hold, the manner in which 
it has evolved, the amounts of different drugs that have been transshipped, and the effectiveness of antidrug efforts.

ldquo;There is nothing like Bribes, Bullets, and Intimidation in drug-control literature. It covers a region, Central 
America, that other studies deal with peripherally, if at all. It encompasses a span of time, from ca. 1980 to the present, 
that will command much attention. The authors make their subject a compelling story, one that is essential to an 
understanding of recent and contemporary Central America. Julie Bunck and Michael Fowler's exceptional study will 
appeal to both students and scholars in various disciplines, including history, political science, sociology, and criminal 
justice.rdquo;mdash;William O. Walker III, author of Drug Control in the Americasldquo;Bribes, Bullets, and 
Intimidation fills a glaring gap in the voluminous drug literature. It will instantly become the reference book for 
understanding the role of Central America in the international drug trade and the profound impact of the trade on the 
regionrsquo;s countries. Anyone interested in drug trafficking in Central America will find this book to be essential 
reading. And anyone who fails to cite it when writing about drug trafficking in Central America will provoke raised 
eyebrows.rdquo;mdash;Peter Andreas, Brown Universityldquo;In Drug Trafficking and the Law in Central America: 
Bribes, Bullets, and Intimidation, Julie Marie Bunck and Michael Ross Fowlermdash;professors of political science at 
the University of Louisvillemdash;provide those interested in Central America, the drug trade and U.S. foreign 
assistance in the region with an invaluable tool for understanding the causes and implications of drug trafficking 
through an analysis of what they term the lsquo;bridge countriesrsquo; of Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Panama. . . . Understanding the drug trade phenomenon through these lsquo;bridgersquo; states required the 
authors to develop an innovative research approach that was both wide-ranging and deep. They used every imaginable 
source of data, ranging from primary and secondary articles and books to court records from the United States and the 
lsquo;bridgersquo; nations and scores of personal interviews over many years to produce an impressive book on a 
subject that by its nature is opaque: transnational organized crime.rdquo;mdash;Americas 
Quarterlyldquo;Encyclopaedic in its coverage and size, Julie Marie Bunck and Michael Ross Fowlerrsquo;s book is an 
important and impressive examination of lsquo;just how drugs have moved across the region and with what 
consequencesrsquo; (p.8). . . . ldquo;. . . Bribes, Bullets, and Intimidation is a major accomplishment, and indeed one 
that I am sure will remain the authoritative source on this subject for a long time to come.rdquo;mdash;Charles D. 
Brockett, Journal of Latin American Studiesldquo;This well-researched book makes a praiseworthy contribution to the 
literature on drug trafficking in Central America. It will appeal to academics, policy-makers and students, as well as 
researchers and activists who are interested in international security . . . and Latin American studies.rdquo;mdash;Kai 
Chen, Bulletin of Latin American ResearchAbout the AuthorJulie Marie Bunck is Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Louisville and the author of Fidel Castro and the Quest for a Revolutionary Culture in Cuba (Penn State, 
1994).Michael Ross Fowler is Professor of Political Science at the University of Louisville. Together with Julie Marie 
Bunck, he is also the author of Law, Power, and the Sovereign State: The Evolution and Application of the Concept of 
Sovereignty (Penn State, 1995). 


