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Paul M. Angle : Bloody Williamson  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Bloody Williamson: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The origins of southern culture that is part of Little Egypt is well 
explained and useful to those unfamiliar with this midwesteBy AJMy father was born in Herrin in the mid 1920s. This 
was an area hard hit by the Depression. Although none of the immediate family is mentioned, the book brings to life 
many stories that I heard over the years, with relevant details of the surrounding events . Less well known or 
understood is the culture of Southern Illinois, which is quite differetn from the rest of the state. The origins of southern 
culture that is part of Little Egypt is well explained and useful to those unfamiliar with this midwestern locale. Even 
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organized crime figures from Chicago tred lightly in Little Egypt during the years described in this book. When one 
reads this book, one can understand why this was so.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good BookBy 
grant woodsThis is a great book about the history of Williamson County Illinois. While it covers a lot of events, it 
doesn't really cover any of them in detail. If one is looking for information on the Herrin Massacre this is a good start 
although I would recommend "Herrin Massacre" by Scott Dooty.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. in 
good condition.By Bill ArcherThe book I wanted, in good condition.

This is a horror story of native American violence. It carries a grim lesson for the whole country. Political doctrines 
have played no part in the violence and murder that have brought much ill fame to one corner of Illinois. On the map, 
Williamson is just another county. But in history it is a place in which a strange disease has raged for more than eighty 
yearsmdash;a disease marked by a pathological tendency to settle differences by force.nbsp; nbsp; nbsp;Fascinated by 
this, Paul M. Angle, the well-known historian, set out to discover what really had happened. Through enormous 
research he has been able to reconstruct the whole story in all its horrible, scarifying detail. Using the best techniques 
of reportage, without editorializing, without subjective coloration, he has produced a narrative beyond imagination. It 
begins with the "Bloody Vendetta," a feud that rampaged in the 1870s. It deals with labor's success in organizing coal 
mines in southern Illinois, an affair that twice blew up in violence. It covers the Herrin Massacre of 
1922mdash;perhaps the most shocking episode in the history of organized labor in this countrymdash;and the 
subsequent trials. The Ku Klux Klan provides material for four chapters that come to a climax in a fatal duel between 
the Klan and its opponents. And it ends with the story of the gang war between Charlie Birger and the Shelton 
brothers. It is a tale to shake the most phlegmatic reader.


