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Herman E. Daly : Beyond Growth: The Economics of Sustainable Development before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beyond Growth: The Economics of Sustainable
Development:

89 of 94 people found the following review helpful. The Giordano Bruno of Growth HeresyBy Kenneth F
MeyercordHerman Daly has been warning his readers of the dangers of unrestrained growth longer than some of them
have been alive! Heis atireless, thoughtful, and informed proponent of sustainable economic policy who has enjoyed
more success than most growth heretics, as attested by his six years at the World Bank. But, like other heretics -


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00AGV8YUG

whether of growth or of other dogmas - histeachings are largely ignored or ridiculed by the pharisees of proper
thought. No doubt his professional status has been diminished by the stand he has taken. Felicitously, we don't burn
heretics at the stake these days for undermining archaic beliefs purblindly held or the anti-growth movement might
have its first martyr.In "Beyond Growth" Daly puts forth his beliefs in a concise and readable way. | found the first
few chapters a bit heavy on economic theory and terminology (Daly is after al an economist first and foremost), but
once that necessary underpinning has been laid Daly goes on to discuss growth-related topics (popul ation,
international trade, ethics) in terms more familiar to the layman, expressed in a thought-provoking and even moving
way. Daly not only knows, he cares. The final chapter of the book, in which he attempts to meld the concept of
stewardship common to most religions with principles of sustainable development, suggests Daly's concern for growth-
addicted humanity springs from areligious upbringing. If he has forsaken some of the dogmatic teachings of his youth,
he has retained the kernel of the faith, a devotion to Truth and the well-being of his fellow man, to which he adheres as
firmly as did his Renaissance predecessor in heresy. Such adhesion brought Bruno martyrdom at the stake; for Daly it
ismore likley to bring ultimate recognition as one of the most forward-thinking intellectuals of histime.0 of 0 people
found the following review helpful. Twenty years old but still very relevantBy Waldorf StatlerThisis agreat book. It
first illustrates how our current lifestyle is preying on the earth' s ecosystem. It then clearly shows how the ecological
degradation is exacerbated by the globally applied policy of maximizing economic growth.Daly argues, very
convincingly in my view, that sustainable development can only be achieved if the objective of economic growth is
replaced by anew paradigm. This requires an overhaul of the neoclassical economic model: not only should the model
involve allocation and distribution but also the scale of the human economy with respect to the carrying capacity of a
finite planet.As much as an economic analysis, thisbook isarallying cry for action. Reading it now, in 2017, | find it
even more frustrating and astonishing that so little progress has been made in 20 years. "Economic growth" is still the
tune whistled by the IMF and the World Bank, seconded by numerous national governments.Some positive signs now
are that the energy transition towards renewabl e energies appears to have taken off. And in some circles, there istalk
about a"circular economy". The term is often used by people who don't really understand the Second Law of
Thermodynamics and therefore don't see how difficult it would be for humanity to achieveit, but hey, it's a starting
point. Still there is so much to do, we'd better get going.In summary, important stuff. Highly recommended.1 of 1
people found the following review helpful. Insightful Discussion that is Banned from Mainstream EconomicsBy
Eagles Soaringl'll keep this short and sweet, like this book, itself. Thisis abook with few algebraic formulas. It is
written in mostly lay language for normal human beings. It resurrects ideas long ignored by our soundbite culture and
by an economics profession convinced of its own certainty and physics-like wondrousness. In other words it will
amost surely never be read in mainstream business and economics schools. Why? Because Herman Daly speaks the
unspeakable.Herman Daly makes the obvious point that finite resources will not last forever and will spell doom,
sooner than expected, for GDP-addled policies and economies that strive always to solve their problems with more.
More drilling, more burning, more mining, more waste, more polluting, more shipping, more exporting, more
importing, more selling, more consuming, more discarding, more, more, more, more. He also realized early on that
globalization as practiced in the 20th and 21st centuriesis economic suicide for the US and other advanced economies
and the people who live and work within them. He brings the context of David Ricardo's famous theory of
Comparative Advantage into focus to explain why it is aimost completely misused, misapplied and irrelevant these
days.Prof. Daly points usin the direction of human preservation, of how to solve economic problems without
destroying our natural inheritance and ourselves. He points to a future in which human beings are not self-
extinguishing.This book speaks of sustainability. This book speaks of useful prosperity. This book speaks of ethics.
Thisis one strange book on economics. Thisis one very useful book on economics.

"Daly isturning economicsinside out by putting the earth and its diminishing natural resources at the center of the
field . . . akind of reverse Copernican revolution in economics."nbsp;--Utne Reader" Considered by most to be the
dean of ecological economics, Herman E. Daly elegantly topples many shibboleths innbsp;Beyond Growth.nbsp;Daly
challenges the conventional notion that growth is always good, and he bucks environmentalist orthodoxy, arguing that
the current focus on 'sustainable development' is misguided and that the phrase itself has become meaningless.”--
Mother Jones'Innbsp;Beyond Growth,nbsp;. . . [Daly] derides the concept of 'sustainable growth' as an oxymoron. . . .
Calling Mr. Daly 'an unsung hero," Robert Goodland, the World Bank's top environmental adviser, says, 'He has been a
voice crying in the wilderness." nbsp;--G. Pascal Zachary,nbsp; The Wall Street Journal”A new book by that most far-
seeing and heretical of economists, Herman Daly. For 25 years now, Daly has been thinking through a new economics
that accounts for the wealth of nature, the value of community and the necessity for morality." --Donella H.
Meadows,nbsp;Los Angeles Times'For clarity of vision and ecological wisdom Herman Daly has no peer among
contemporary economists. . . .nbsp;Beyond Growthnbsp;is essential reading."--David W. Orr, Oberlin College' There
isno more basic ethical question than the one Herman Daly is asking."nbsp;--Hal Kahn,nbsp; The San Jose Mercury
News'Daly's critiques of economic orthodoxy . . . deliver a powerful and much-needed jolt to conventional

thinking." --Karen Pennar,nbsp;Business WeekNamed one of a hundred "visionaries who could change your life" by



the Utne Reader,Herman Dalynbsp;is the recipient of many awards, including a Grawemeyer Award, the Heineken
Prize for environmental science, and the "Alternative Nobel Prize," the Right Livelihood Award. Heis professor at the
University of Maryland's School of Public Affairs, and coauthor with John Caobb, Jr., ofnbsp;For the Common Good.

Daly isturning economics inside out by putting the earth and its diminishing natural resources at the center of the field
... akind of reverse Copernican revolution in economics. --Utne Reader" Considered by most to be the dean of
ecological economics, Herman E. Daly elegantly topples many shibboleths in Beyond Growth. Daly challenges the
conventional nation that growth is aways good, and he bucks environmentalist orthodoxy, arguing that the current
focus on 'sustainable development' is misguided and that the phrase itself has become meaningless." --Mother Jones'In
Beyond Growth, . . . [Daly] derides the concept of 'sustainable growth' as an oxymoron. . . . Calling Mr. Daly 'an
unsung hero," Robert Goodland, the World Bank's top environmental adviser, says, 'He has been avoice crying in the
wilderness." --G. Pascal Zachary, The Wall Street JournalA new book by that most far-seeing and heretical of
economists, Herman Daly. For 25 years now, Daly has been thinking through a new economics that accounts for the
wealth of nature, the value of community and the necessity for morality.” --DonellaH. Meadows, Los Angeles
Times'For clarity of vision and ecological wisdom Herman Daly has no peer among contemporary economists. . . .
Beyond Growth is essential reading.” --David W. Orr, Oberlin College" Thereis no more basic ethical question than
the one Herman Daly is asking." --Hal Kahn, The San Jose Mercury News'Daly's critiques of economic orthodoxy . . .
deliver a powerful and much-needed jolt to conventional thinking." --Karen Pennar, Business WeekFrom the Back
CoverHerman Daly is probably the most prominent advocate of the need for a change in economic thinking in
response to environmental crisis. an iconoclast economist who has worked as a renegade insider at the World Bank in
recent years, Daly has argued for overturning some basic economic assumptions. He has a wide and growing
reputation among environmentalists, both inside and outside the academy. Daly argues that if sustainable development
means anything at this historical moment, it demands that we conceive of the economy as part of the ecosystem and, as
aresult, give up on the ideal of economic growth. We need a global understanding of developing welfare that does not
entail expansion. These simpleideas turn out to be fundamentally radical concepts, and basic ideas about economic
theory, poverty, trade, and population have to be discarded or rethought, as Daly shows in careful, accessible detail.
These are questions with enormous practical consequences. Daly argues that there isareal fight to control the meaning
of "sustainable development”, and that conventional economists and devel opment thinkers are trying to water down its
meaning to further their own ends. Beyond Growth is an argument that will turn the debate around.About the
AuthorNamed one of a hundred "visionaries who could change your life" by the Utne Reader, Herman Daly isthe
recipient of many awards, including a Grawemeyer Award, the Heineken Prize for environmental science, and the
"Alternative Nobel Prize," the Right Livelihood Award. He is professor at the University of Maryland's School of
Public Affairs, and coauthor with John Cabb, Jr., of For the Common Good.



